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Milestone run
Prayagraj (UP): Class IV stu-
dent Kajal has started a run
from Prayagraj to Lucknow on
Sunday. Kajal, who aspires to
be an athlete, will reach the res-
idence of chief minister Yogi
Adityanath in Lucknow on April
17. She will cover over 200km,
running. Before leaving for Luc-
know from the Civil Lines here,
Kajal said she had taken part in
the Indira Marathon last year.
Despite this, neither her school
nor the district administration
appreciated her, she says.
Kajal’s coach Rajinikanth said
she would have her first stop at
Phaphamau. On Monday, she
will leave for Kunda in Pratap-
garh. Kajal will reach Lucknow
on April 17 via Rae Bareli.

PTI

Booster dose
New Delhi: India on Sunday
began administering precaution
dose of Covid-19 vaccines to all
aged above 18 years, who have
completed nine months since
the administration of their sec-
ond dose, at private vaccination
centres.The Centre has said
that the precaution dose will be
of the same Covid-19 vaccine
which has been used for admi-
nistration of the first and second
dose and that private vaccina-
tion centres can charge up to a
maximum of Rs 150 per dose.

PTI

SCHOOL
FUN

The Telegraph 
Young Metro will be back
in its tabloid version from 

April 18, 2022.We will bring
out the 12-page print

edition on all school days
instead of the biweekly

newsletter. So, watch out
for this space

WE’RE BACK

There will be no edition 
of The Telegraph 

Young Metro newsletter
on April 15 because 

of Poila Boishakh and 
Good Friday.

HOLIDAY

It’s far from over: UN
Large outbreaks in Asia, call for governments and pharma companies to work together to deliver 

vaccines to every person, everywhere

YOSHITASINGH

With new coronavirus
variants emerging every
four months on average,

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has cautioned that the
Covid-19 pandemic is far from over
as large outbreaks are spreading
in Asia.

Guterres also called for
governments and pharma
companies to work together to
deliver vaccines to every person,
everywhere.

In a video message “One World
Protected- Break COVID Now” to
the GAVI COVAX Advance Market
Commitment Summit 2022,
Guterres said the gathering was a
critical reminder that the “Covid-19
pandemic is far from over.”

“We’re seeing 1.5 million new
cases each day. Large outbreaks
are spreading in Asia. A new wave
is sweeping across Europe,” he
said, adding that some countries
were reporting their highest death
rates since the start of the
pandemic.

He said the Omicron variant of
the coronavirus is a “startling
reminder” of how quickly Covid19
can mutate and spread —
especially in the absence of high
vaccination coverage.While some
high-income countries are
preparing for their second booster
doses, one-third of humanity
remains unvaccinated, he rued.
“This is a brutal indictment of our
deeply unequal world. It's also a
prime breeding ground for new
variants… more deaths… and
increased human and economic
misery,” he said.

Guterres said the next variant
was not a question of “if” but of
“when.” “We are far from our target
of every country reaching 70 per
cent vaccination coverage by the
middle of this year. And with new
variants emerging every four
months on average, time is of the
essence,” he said.

He added that governments
and pharmaceutical companies
needed to work together to deliver
vaccines to every person,
everywhere — not just in wealthy
countries.

A new strain of the Covid-19
Omicron variant, first detected in
the United Kingdom, appears to be
more transmissible than previous

strains of the virus, the World
Health Organization (WHO) had
said.

WHO recently said the XE
recombinant (BA.1-BA.2), was first
detected in the United Kingdom on
January 19 and more than 600
sequences had been reported and
confirmed since.

“Early-day estimates indicate a
community growth rate advantage
of 10 per cent as compared to
BA.2. However, this finding
requires further confirmation,”
WHO had said.

It added that XE belonged to
the Omicron variant until significant
differences in transmission and
disease characteristics, including
severity, might be reported.

“WHO continues to closely
monitor and assess the public
health risk associated with
recombinant variants, alongside

other SARS-CoV-2 variants, and
will provide updates as further
evidence becomes available.”

The WHO Covid-19 Weekly
Epidemiological Update said that
after the increase observed during
the first half of March 2022, the
number of new Covid19 cases had
decreased for a second
consecutive week, with a 16 per
cent decline during the week of
March 28 through April 3 as
compared to the previous week.
The number of new weekly deaths
also decreased sharply (-43 per
cent) as compared to the previous
week, when an artificial spike in
deaths was observed.

Across the six WHO regions,
over nine million new cases and
over 26,000 new deaths were
reported. All regions reported
decreasing trends both in the
number of new weekly cases and
new weekly deaths.

As of April 3, over 489 million
cases and over six million deaths
have been reported globally.

At the country level, the highest
number of new weekly cases were
reported from South Korea
(2,058,375 new cases; a decline of
16 per cent), Germany (1,371,270
new cases; a 13 per cent
decrease), France (959,084 new
cases; a 13 per cent increase),
Vietnam (796,725 new cases;
a 29 per cent decline), and Italy
(486,695 new cases; a 3 per cent

fall).The highest number of new
weekly deaths were reported in
the United States of America
(4,435 new deaths; a 10 per cent
decline), Russia (2,357 new
deaths; an 18 per cent decline),
South Korea (2,336 new deaths; a
5 per cent decline), Germany
(1,592 new deaths; a 5 per cent
rise) and Brazil (1,436 new
deaths; a 19 per cent fall).

Noting that the supply of Covid-
19 vaccines is not the issue as
manufacturers are producing 1.5
billion doses per month, Guterres
said progress in achieving vaccine
equity is possible but the window
is closing fast.

“This means countries fulfilling
and accelerating dose-sharing
and donation commitments to
COVAX with better quality of
supply. And it means having strong
national vaccine-delivery systems
at the ready — including efforts to
counter disinformation and get
vaccines into arms.” He called on
countries to commit new funding
for the ACT-Accelerator and
COVAX this year.

The COVAX Facility is the
global pooled procurement
mechanism for Covid19 vaccines
through which COVAX seeks to
ensure fair and equitable access
to vaccines for all 190 participating
economies, using an allocation
framework formulated by WHO.

PTI

Residents line up for nucleic acid test during a lockdown to curb the spread of Covid 19 in Shanghai, China.
(below)A heathworker administers a booster dose vaccine to a woman, in Noida. Reuters
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Schools to resume
Calcutta: Three schools in the
city have announced that class-
es would resume on Monday
after their campuses were closed
last week amid protests over
fees. G.D. Birla Centre for Educa-
tion, Ashok Hall Girls’Higher
Secondary School and Mahade-
vi Birla Shishu Vihar, run by the
same trust, suspended classes
on April 7 after protests by a sec-
tion of guardians over pending
fees. “We will resume classes on
Monday for students who have
cleared all dues,” a spokesper-
son of the three schools said.

PTI

Space debris
New Delhi: India has 103 ac-
tive or defunct spacecraft and
114 objects categorised as
“space debris” in orbit and it has
embarked on a research to re-
duce such fragments from
outer space. “Presently, the In-
dian Space Research Organi-
sation has taken up research
activities to study the feasibility
and technologies required to
undertake active debris re-
moval,” minister of state in PMO
Jitendra Singh told the parlia-
ment.

PTI

Astronomical labs
Bulandshahr (UP): A novel ini-
tiative of setting up astronomi-
cal laboratories in government
schools of this district in Uttar
Pradesh has become a major
attraction as children and adults
alike are making a beeline for
these centres to know about
planets, stars and other as-
pects of astronomy.The labora-
tories have sown the seeds of
curiosity, with their walls filled
with pictures giving information
about the solar system. Here,
children as well as people of
the village can watch the beau-
ty of the moon and stars
through telescopes. Chief de-
velopment officer Abhishek
Pandey said the astronomical
laboratories had been estab-
lished in 109 primary and upper
primary schools in the district.

PTI

Pilgrim’s call
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
police chief Dilbag Singh direct-
ed the security forces to take all
necessary measures for the
smooth and peaceful conduct of
the upcoming annual Amarnath
Yatra which will commence in
June. A police spokesman said
the DGP visited Ganderbal in
central Kashmir and reviewed
the security scenario in the dis-
trict and also the preparedness
for the pilgrimage to the holy
cave shrine. Singh directed the
officers to take necessary meas-
ures for the smooth and peaceful
conduct of Shri Amarnath Yatra.

PTI

JILLLAWLESS

Two of naturalist Charles Darwin’s note-
books that were reported stolen from
Cambridge University’s library have been

returned, two decades after they disappeared.
The university said the manuscripts were left

in the library inside a pink gift bag, along with a
note wishing the librarian a Happy Easter.

The notebooks, which include the 19th-cen-
tury scientist’s famous 1837 Tree of Life sketch,
went missing in 2001 after being removed for
photographing, though at the time staff mem-
bers believed they might have been misplaced.

After searches of the library’s collection of 10
million books, maps and manuscripts failed to
find them, they were reported stolen to police in

October 2020.
Local detectives notified

the global police organisation
Interpol and launched an in-
ternational hunt for the note-
books, valued at millions of

pounds (dollars).
On March 9 the

books reappeared, left
in a public area of

the building,
outside the li-

brarian’s office, which is not covered by security
cameras.

The two notebooks were wrapped in cling-
film inside their archive box, and appeared un-
damaged.The accompanying note said: “Librari-
an Happy Easter X.” Darwin filled the notebooks
with ideas shortly after returning from his voy-
age around the world on HMS Beagle, develop-
ing ideas that would bloom into his landmark
work on evolution, “On the Origin of Species”.

The university’s director of library services
Jessica Gardner said her feeling of relief at the
books’ reappearance was “profound and almost
impossible to adequately express”.

“The notebooks can now retake their rightful
place alongside the rest of the Darwin Archive at
Cambridge, at the heart of the nation’s cultural
and scientific heritage, alongside the archives of
Sir Isaac Newton and Professor Stephen Hawk-
ing,” she said.

The notebooks are set to go on public dis-
play from July as part of a Darwin exhibition at
the library. Cambridgeshire Police said its inves-
tigation was continuing, “and we are following
up some lines of inquiry”.“We also renew our
appeal for anyone with information about the
case to contact us,” a senior police official said.

AP/PTI

The manuscripts, missing for 20 years, return to Cambridge with a ‘Happy Easter’ note attached to them

Darwin journals back home

One of the missing notebooks of Darwin that has been returned to Cambridge University 

Charles
Darwin

MIKE IVES

The mural shows Indian cav-
alry troops advancing from
both sides on a cornered

British army, guns blazing. In one
part of the 18th-century battlefield,
the victorious commander sits on
an elephant holding a red rose.

To a leading British historian of
India, the roughly 32-foot-long
masterpiece, which was sold at
auction in London on March 30, is
an artistic triumph and a potent
symbol of Indian resistance to
British imperialism.

“It’s arguably the greatest Indi-
an picture of the defeat of colonial-
ism that survives,” the scholar,
William Dalrymple, told Sotheby’s,
the auction house.

And the battle commander was
Tipu Sultan.

The mural was sold in London
for 630,000 pounds, including fees,
or about $830,000. It was unclear
who provided the winning bid.
Sotheby’s said that before the bid-
ding started that the mural was
most likely worth £500,000 to
£800,000.

The mural consists of 10 large
sheets mounted on canvas and is
thought to have been made in the
early 19th century. It depicts the
Battle of Pollilur in 1780. It cele-
brates not only Tipu Sultan, who
was about 30 at the time, but also
his father, Haidar Ali, then the ruler
of Mysore State.

Mysore was among the

strongest states to emerge when
the Mughal Empire collapsed in
the 18th century after dominating
the Indian subcontinent for about
200 years.

During the decades that Haidar
Ali and later Tipu Sultan ruled
Mysore State, reports of their at-
tacks on British trading settlements
were carried in British newspa-
pers, “embellished by distance as

they were carried home by sea,”
according to a 2016 biography of
Tipu Sultan by the historian Kate
Brittlebank.

By the time he died at the
hands of British troops in 1799,
Brittlebank wrote in her book, Tipu
Sultan was “possibly the most fa-
mous Indian, if not villain, in the
United Kingdom”. His nickname
was the “Tiger of Mysore”.

Dalrymple said the Battle of
Pollilur .

“Tipu Sultan was probably the
most effective opponent that the
East India Company ever faced,”
said Dalrymple, the author of a
2019 book on the company, which
was founded in 1599 to run British
trade in Asia and eventually devel-
oped into a large army.

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

It’s about a mural
An Indian ruler’s legacy is contested and the battle scene depicts a victory

over British troops by an 18th-century Muslim

A 32-foot long mural that depicts Tipu Sultan’s win over British troops in 1780
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On South Africa’s Lancewood dairy
farm, a GPS-guided tractor spreads
cow manure across defined areas

where tilling is banned and fertiliser used at
a minimum, if at all.

Some 2,500 Jersey cows graze on a
selection of plants, from chicory to lucerne
(alfalfa), that have been planted for feed vari-
ety while helping preserve the soil's nutri-
ents.

Lancewood is among 40 dairy farms
where South Africa’s first internationally cer-
tified carbon programme for the agricultural
sector — known as AgriCarbon — is being
piloted by Climate Neutral Group (CNG) to
help curb greenhouse gas emissions.

Dairy farms have borne the brunt of criti-
cism from environmentalists in the agricul-
ture sector for releasing large quantities of
methane and nitrogen that drive climate
change.

“That's how we’ve worked “doing minimal
till and reducing our nitrogen on the soil for
many, many years and that’s how we've
reduced our costs on the farm to make the
dairy very profitable,” Lancewood owner
Mark Rubin said on his farm in the
Sedgefield area of South Africa's southern
Cape region.

Lancewood has, for example, more than
halved its nitrogen use per hectare per year
in 2022 from 2018, according to a research
consultancy.

Nitrogen in fertiliser can convert into

nitrous oxide, a harmful greenhouse gas that
can linger in the atmosphere for decades
and is a better heat trap than carbon dioxide
(CO2).

AgriCarbon, introduced in 2021, draws
on farm-generated data to reward farmers

who adopt better farming methods, such as
reduced tilling. The first verified carbon cred-
its will be sold later this year with a potential
230,000 tonnes up for grabs, targeting main-
ly European companies, CNG officials said.

The national treasury is eyeing a domes-

tic carbon credit market of 10 to 20 million
tonnes of CO2 a year, and has set a base-
line price of between 115 rand ($7.97) to
120 rand per tonne for 2022, less than the
$15 to $25 potentially on offer for
AgriCarbon credits.

“They are attractive on the international
market because they are nature-based
sequestration credits,” said Gray Maguire,
carbon project manager at the CNG's South
African unit.

CNG is considering similar type initiatives
for an estimated 33 million smallholder crop
and livestock farmers in sub-Saharan Africa,
with potential projects eyed in Malawi,
Morocco, Kenya and Zambia, Maguire
added.

Poor regulatory frameworks, inadequate
financing and technical expertise has seen
Africa lagging in adopting Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) projects,
with the region accounting for 2.9 per cent of
the total number of CDM projects worldwide,
United Nations Environmental Programme
data shows.

But the tide might turn for Africa after a
new global climate deal was clinched in
November setting rules for carbon markets.

“There is a reason for optimism for the
continent with a lot more focus now on other
attributes of the credits (other) than emission
reductions, namely sustainable development
impacts,” Karen Olsen, senior researcher at
the UNEP's Copenhagen Climate Centre
said.

REUTERS

Method to reduce emissions

Lancewood dairy farm in South Africa has got itself GPS-guided tractor to spread cow
manure in defined areas 

Alzheimer’s links
TOM WHIPPLE, SCIENCE

EDITOR

Scientists have discovered 42
new genes associated with
Alzheimer’s disease in

research that promises to reveal new
ways of tackling the condition.

The findings of the study, involv-
ing over 100,000 people with
Alzheimer’s, more than double the
number of genes known to be linked
to the disease, and also provides
evidence for the processes that
might cause and prevent it.

Dr Rebecca Sims, from Cardiff
University, said the work was about
“trying to unpick a very complex dis-
ease”, in which simple theories
about its mechanism had so far
failed to yield treatments.
“Alzheimer’s is not as straightforward
as many people had hoped and
thought for a very long time. It’s com-
plicated and very multifactorial, and
this is about understanding what
each of those factors do.”

The study, published in Nature
Genetics, involved comparing the
genomes of the Alzheimer’s patients
to more than 600,000 healthy con-

trols, and seeing how they differed.
Using the new findings allowed
researchers to improve the accuracy
with which they can predict some-
one’s likelihood of developing
dementia.

Those in the top 10 per cent for
risky genes were 1.9 times as likely
to get it as those in the bottom 10 per
cent, even after excluding a particular
gene variant called apoE4 that is
very strongly linked to the condition.

Bart De Strooper, director of the
UK Dementia Research Institute,
said: “Ambitious studies like this are
the fuel for the breakthroughs we
need in dementia research. They
show us that there is still much to
learn about neurodegeneration, and
continued investment in fundamen-
tal, discovery science is key to
unlocking the secrets of Alzheimer's
and other dementias.”

THE TIMES, LONDON

Scientists discover 42 new genes that may help treat Alzheimer’s disease 

AgriCarbon, introduced in 2021, draws on farm-generated data to reward farmers who adopt better farming
methods, such as reduced tilling

Discovery promises to reveal new ways of tackling the condition

LOST WORLD

A reconstruction of the Eocene mammal Hyrachyus modestus, a
rhinoceros-tapir ancestor and the Paleocene mammal Arctocyon, a
carnivorous predator most closely related to living pigs, sheep and

other even-toed ungulates. Reuters
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O
n March 15, the halls of Laksh-

mipat Singhania Academy res-

onated with the joyful voices of

children from classes II to V as they gath-

ered to commemorate a milestone in their

educational life.

The convocation ceremony for these

two classes was held in the junior assem-

bly hall, while keeping in mind the Covid-19

protocols.The students wore specially craft-

ed caps for this occasion.

School director Meena Kak spoke to the

students and advised them not to compare

themselves to others, because each individual

is different in their personality and qualities. It is

important to learn to value the unique individu-

als that God has created, she said.The director

also told the students an anecdote to show that

we are all unique, and that we should believe in

ourselves and confront problems with courage,

dedication and a positive approach.

As

their classmates

began on a new

academic path,

the students of

Class IV sang

Seasons in the

Sun. Following

that, the audience

was shown an audio-

visual presentation on

the importance of grati-

tude. After that, Aaghnya

Nathany of Class IV recited a

poem Tera Lakshya, which portrays that

success comes to those who

persevere until they attain their

objectives.

The pupils in classes II and

V then made a vow to try their best to achieve the

standards set for them and to live up to their institu-

tion’s pride and distinc-

tion.
Up next, head-

mistress Jayati

Goswami

presided over

the oath-taking

ceremony. After

that, students of

Class I staged a

dance perform-

ance to convey

their delight at return-

ing to school after a two-

year hiatus.The singing of the

national anthem

brought the ceremony

to an end.The stu-

dents returned home

full of optimism, eager to embark on a

new chapter in their academic careers.

The convocation
ceremony was
wonderfully
organised for the
students of classes
II and V, who are
graduating to another
level.The melodious song and
energetic dance by the other
students filled my heart with
pleasure. It reminded me of the old
times when we had regular offline
classes. Our director ma’am, who has
always inspired us through her
words, shared with us a unique story
with an important yet often forgotten
moral “Never judge a book by its
cover”.We were truly delighted and I
could see my friends enjoying every
moment of the ceremony. I felt very
proud and honoured to be a part of
such a great event and I would like to
thank all my teachers who have been
a constant source of love and
encouragement
— Anushka Dua, Class V

The ceremony made
me feel very
special. It was an
enthralling time
with all the
performances done
by the students,
along with the enormous
preparation by the teachers. It also
reminded me of my Class II
convocation ceremony. Our director
ma’am told us a story that taught
me that everyone is special and
unique in his or her own way. It has
been only a few days since we
started coming to school physically
after the online classes, and now, I
am looking forward to my Class VI
— Srivats Venkata Mandalikaa
Class V

I felt really bittersweet
at my convocation
ceremony. It was
great to be able to
move on to the next
level but it was also
difficult to let go of the
friends and teachers of my
previous class. It was a mixed feeling
of excitement, fear, pride and love.
However, an inspiring speech by my
teachers motivated me to focus and
achieve my new goal
— Darsh Murarka, Class II

The ceremony really
warmed my heart
with feelings of
great excitement
along with a sense
of more
responsibility and
challenges to face
that the transition from
Pre-Primary to Primary would bring
in the years to follow. It is just the
beginning of many more wonderful
achievements and experiences.With
love and pride today and always I
express my gratitude to my pre-
primary teachers and my juniors
— Devansh Bhojnagarwala
Class II

I turned a little
emotional
seeing the
students in their
convocation
caps. It was after
two years that we
had this ceremony with
students of classes II and V in full
strength.Wish students are able to
relive good old days with their
friends and mentors in the new
academic session
— Meena Kak, director

Class IV students sing Seasons in 

the Sun

Students 
are

unique

Lakshmipat Singhania Academy organises

convocation ceremony for the students of

classes II and V. ReportsYoung Metro…

Text and pictures by YM Force member Riddhima Koley, Class XI, Lakshmipat Singhania Academy

‘’
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Nineteen-year-old Ananya
Rastogi does not have to step
out of home to pursue both

her career interests.Yes, the student
dreams of having two sources of
income in future. She is pursuing her
Bachelor in Business Administration
(BBA) from the University of
Moradabad and simultaneously
learning about share trading through
a certified course in Research
Trading and Advisory from an online
platform Elearnmarkets. Both the
courses are being pursued from a
single laptop and involve minimal
movement.

Sandeep Sahal, a student of
commerce from Calcutta University,
has already completed a short-term
course in stock trading and is already
dabbling in the share market.

Focus on multiple careers —
that’s the new mantra of millennials.
The pandemic and increasing work-
from-home opportunities are
motivating students to go beyond
their comfort zones to learn new
things online for an alternative
career.

“This is a kind of disaster
management for us. If one job fails,
we are ready with another source of
income to fall back on,” says
Sandeep. He hopes to be a
chartered accountant (CA) one day
and trade in stocks on the side.

“The course helped me get a
comprehensive idea about the share
market and gave me some practical
experience too. I have already
started trading along with my
studies. I hope to continue earning

Millennials and
multi-tasking

To many students,
it’s not enough to
have a single
career. Online
classes and more
time at home is
making them think
of a second career
and specialisation
over and above their
mainstream
curriculum

from the stock market even when I
take up a full-time job. I can also
join a firm as a consultant later,”
said Sandeep.

Online courses on foreign
languages, music, gaming and
coding are a rage among school
students now. Many are already
working towards two or more
digital careers, hoping to freelance
from home in future rather than
have a fixed job.

“I had taken up commerce in
my plus-two but I am not looking at
a conventional career in
accounting. I am already doing
courses both in sound engineering
and graphic design from different
institutions online. I hope to be a
sound engineer one day and have
a career in animation on the side.
Both can be managed from home,”
said Arindam Mondal, a former
student Class XII student of St
Augustine Day School.

The pandemic has prompted
many high schools to open their
own start-ups and NGOs, which
they plan to continue running even
when they get busy with their
regular career. Classmates Eira

Shah, Yashvi Makharia, Mahe
Popat and Riya Biyani of Modern
High plan to continue organizing
book sale and other literacy drives
through their online organisation
EMRY.

A former student Swaraj
Agarwal of La Martiniere for Boys
has designed his own app to sell
organic plants and seeds. “I hope
to join the hospitality industry and
dream of opening my own
restaurant one day.Whatever I do,
my work on nutrition and public
health will continue on the side,”
said Swaraj.

Prathit Singh, a former student
of The Heritage School, is hoping
to crack the civil services
examination one day. He is not
content with one dream though.
Having taken admission for an
under-graduate course in Political
Science from Sri Venkateswara
College, Delhi Prathit is busy
reading up on climate change and
data analysis online on the side. “I
am already working towards an
alternative career as a researcher.
Climate change is an imminent
danger that has been impacting

the geopolitical scenario. I have
always wanted to understand the
issue better.The lockdown has
been fruitful. It helped me look up
on different courses available on
climate change. I plan to enroll for
the COP+26 International Climate
Action Course soon,” said Prathit.
He has also done a course in data
analysis, its type and methods,
from a virtual skill camp to help him
pursue an alternative career in
blogging and research.

“Many high school students
have not been content with just
attending online classes and
activities.They are now taking full
advantage of the virtual world and
are learning through YouTube.
Many of my students are pursuing
courses in animation, coding and
gaming along with their studies,”
added Richard Gasper, the
principal of St Augustine’s Day
School.

An uncertain future post
pandemic is prompting many to
rethink their career choices. “I
loved playing the piano and had
wanted a career in the music
industry since I was a four-year-
old. But the difficult times have
made me rethink. I like biology and
am considering sitting for the
medical entrance exams or taking
it up in college. But music will
always remain my first choice. I
have already shared some of my
composition on my personal
YouTube channel, EllyVerse,” said
Samridhhi Bhattacharjee of Class
XII, Indus Valley World School.

I am
already
working
towards
an alter-
native
career as a
researcher. Climate
change is an imminent
danger that has been
impacting the
geopolitical scenario. I
have always wanted to
understand the issue
better  
— Prathit Singh
student o of political
science, Sri Venkateswara
College, Delhi

Millenials
have a
plethora
of options
and they
are defini-
tely making
the most of the situation.
They do put in a lot of hours
of surfing as they do not
have clear definitions
regarding their time
schedules or day and night
schedules.They are quite
successful at handling
multiple careers but I fear it
could also lead to early
burn out due to their
intense involvement
— John Bagul
principal, South City
International

There is
tremen-
dous
uncer-
tainty
about the
direction in
which careers will move -
in the post COVID era.
Hence, high school
students have to equip
themselves with the
requisite skills to explore
diverse career options so
that they can cope with
the uncertainties of the
world.They will have to
grab whatever oppor-
tunities come their way 
— Amita Prasad
principal, Indus Valley
World

Text by Chandreyee Ghose
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Following a good response from parents
and students in their maiden edition of
Activity Based Curriculum (ABC), St Au-

gustine’s Day School, Barrackpore stepped
into their second session of the ABC on
March 14.

Bhavna Sharma Kumar, CCA co-ordinator
and emcee for the evening, introduced the ini-
tiative as, “the balance between education
and play, learning and leisure, and an endeav-
or to change our passions into professions".
The ceremony was inaugurated with paying
homage to founder-rector C.R. Gasper by
showering petals on his portrait.The school
choir greeted the audience with their soulful
rendition of Coldplay’s Something Just Like
This.

Principal J. Biswas took the podium, pre-
senting highlights of the ABC in 2021-22. She
quoted Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand,
saying “Parents, first and foremost, it’s impor-
tant to understand and recognise the activities
your child is naturally gravitating towards. It’s
important also to ensure that your child likes
what he or she is doing. I believe in exposing
children to as many hobbies and extracurricu-
lar activities as possible.” She concluded by
welcoming the stu-
dents back to
school.

“The ABC has
brought out hidden
colours in the students,”
Mou Banerjee, the other
emcee, introduced the se-
ries of colourful events.Tama-
lika Chowdhury, music mentor of Pre-Pri-
mary, exhilarated all with her medley of
Michael Jackson’s Heal the World. Class
two’s Aratrika Ghosh amazed everyone
with her dance on Can’t Stop Feeling.
The praiseworthy recitation of Sukumar
Ray’s Porar Hisab by twin brothers
Anirudhha and Anirban Mukherjee of
class II spellbound all. Archisman Basu,
the winner of Dadagiri Season 9,

awestruck everyone with his recitation.Vibrant
steps by Sreerupa Chakraborty, dance men-
tor of the Primary section, said: “Be creative,
be unique, be you.” Karate and rhythmic yoga
by the students enthralled all, so did art, com-
pounded with song by the Primary students.
Tanishka Chakraborty of Middle School
graced the evening with Ganesh Vandana.
Debarati Datta received the loudest applause
for reciting Nirjhore Sopnobhongo by Ra-
bindranath Tagore.The audience swung to
the evergreen tune of Celion
Dion's My Heart Will Go On
with the mellifluous voice of
Adrija Ghosh, and the
musical team’s beats of
Imagine Dragons’Be-
liever, as the Middle
School students gave
a powerful conclusion
to the event with their
women empowerment
dance on Amitabh
Bachchan’s Tu chal.

Speaking on “his very

own brainchild”, CEO Amitava Chowdhury
said: “All students have the capability to do
well.The school and parents need to provide
them the platform.” Seeking further support
from parents, he announced the beginning of
the ABC’s next season.The evening’s lime-
light, Saheb Chattopadhyay, Tollywood singer-
actor, was invited to the stage, as the audi-
ence swayed to his melodious version of
Amra sobai raja. “I’m a student who keeps
learning every day,” he introduced himself,

stressing on the value of education.
Sruti Basak, the co-curricular ac-

tivities’ co-ordinator, came for-
ward with a vote of thanks,

thanking all the digni-
taries, teachers and par-
ents.The evening came
to an end with her prom-
ise that the school has
more to do and a lot to

deliver in developing skills
of students beyond aca-

demics and ensuring suc-
cess for every child.

THE JOY OF LEARNING
St Augustine’s Day School, Barrackpore organises the ABC programme, with events to

encourage and inspire its students.Young Metro reports…

Primary students Rajandita Mahato of Class II, Shree Chatterjee and Simran Bhattacharya of Class III, Abhinanda Chatterjee of Class IV,
Srijita Ganguly and Aadrita Chakraborty of Class V stage a dance on Badal pe paon hain

I am very much
pleased and humbled
to receive this CCA
ABC award. I would
like to thank all my
ABC CCA teachers,
who has guided us and
taught us so well.Thanks to
the school for conducting the ABC
CCA classes. It is very helpful for us
as it also increases our fitness and
improves our cocurricular activities
— Debayan Mukherjee, Class IV

The pandemic had
created disturbance in
everyday life and
rescheduled routines of
every individual. But it
did not create an
obstacle in the path of St
Augustine’s Day School, Barrackpore
whose main avowal was towards the
students’welfare.The noble initiative of
ABC with the motto of “Success for every
child” left every student overwhelmed and
happy.We, as students, have immensely
benefited from this curriculum
— Dattatreyo Chakraborty, Class VII

We had seen the
success of ABC
programme based on
co-curricular
activities last online
session when the
students were to a
great extent confined at
home.With the introduction of the
offline classes I hope these activities
will take out the stress from the
system and help in better learning of
the students 
— J. Biswas, Principal

As a student, I would
say, these ABC
classes have been
extremely beneficial
for me as well as for
the students of our
school. In a nutshell, this
brought refreshment in our tough
routines of study and wonderful
opportunities to show our creativity. I
express my gratitude and thank my
esteemed institution for coming up
with such an enriching programme
— Agnijita Chakrabarty, Class VIII

Receiving the ABC
Award brings more
benefits than just
winning. Aside from
making me feel good, it
also offers an inspiring
moment to me. It brings
credibility and opens doors to new
opportunities.This promotes feelings of
pride, which goes hand-in-hand with
happiness
— Hiranyajyoti Biswas, Class V

Text and pictures by YM Force member
Debosmita Biswas, Class IX, St Augustine’s

Day School, Barrackpore

(From left) Actor Saheb Chattopadhyay sings Amra Sobai Raja, and
Adrish Dey, Suvrojoy Poddar, Adrija Ghosh, Anurag Chakraborty of

Class VIII perform Believer by Imagine Dragons. (Top) Aratrika Ghosh of
Class II dances on Can’t stop the feeling
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THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFFAND YAQOOB
AKBARY

The Taliban commander’s sneakers had
soaked through from the melting snow,
but that was the least of his problems. It

was avalanche season in the Salang Pass, a
rugged cut of switchback roads that gash
through the Hindu Kush mountains in northern
Afghanistan like some man-made insult to
nature, and he was determined to keep the
essential trade route open during his first sea-
son as its caretaker.

The worry about traffic flow was both new
and strange to commander Salahuddin Ayoubi
and his band of former insurgents. Over the
past 20 years, the Talibans had mastered
destroying Afghanistan’s roads and killing the
people on them. Culverts, ditches, bridges,
canal paths, dirt trails and highways — none
were safe from the Talibans’ array of home-
made explosives.

But that all ended half a year ago. After
overthrowing the Western-backed government
in August, the Talibans are now trying to save
what’s left of the economic arteries they had
spent so long tearing apart.

Nowhere is that more important than in the
Salang Pass, where, at over two miles high,
thousands of trucks lumber through the
jagged mountains every day. It is the only
viable land route to Kabul, the capital, from
Afghanistan’s north and bordering countries
such as Uzbekistan. Everything bumps up its
slopes and down its draws — fuel, flour, coal,
consumer goods, livestock, people.

Whether approaching the pass from the
north or south, vehicles are welcomed with an
unexpected and signature flourish — dozens
of car washers, often little more than one man
or boy with a black hose that shoots cold river
water in a continuous arc, waiting for a cus-
tomer.

For the weary traveller, who just spent
hours zigzagging through the mountains that

tower over either side of the road like stone
gods, the cleaners are beacons, signaling
good news — you’ve made it through the
pass and survived the trip. So far.

After decades of war, overuse and ad hoc
repairs, the highway is in poor shape and
prone to calamity. Navigating it demands a
certain daring.

So does the upkeep. “The fighting was
easier than dealing with this,” Ayoubi, 31, said
last month, before hopping in his mud-spat-
tered white pickup truck and making his way
down the road, stopping occasionally to man-
age clogged columns of trucks.

Accidents and breakdowns are common
occurrences on the potholed and perilous
journey across the pass. But the greatest fear
is getting stuck in a traffic jam in one of the
highway’s long, pitch-black tunnels, where the
buildup of carbon monoxide can suffocate
those trapped within.

The centrepiece of the highway is the
Salang Tunnel. Constructed by the Soviets in
the 1960s, it was once the highest tunnel in
the world.

Though there are different sections, the
largest part of the tunnel is more than a mile
long and takes anywhere between 10 to 15
minutes to traverse in the best scenario. The
darkness within is all-encompassing, interrupt-
ed only by flickering yellow lights that seem to
hang in midair because of the smoke and
dust. Ventilation systems are limited to sets of
fans at either end that do little except whine
above the engine noise.

In the fall of 1982, it is estimated that more
than 150 people died in the tunnel from an
explosion of some kind, though details of the
event still remain murky. Disasters such as
that, along with avalanches like those in 2010
that killed dozens, loom over the Talibans run-
ning the pass, along with the several hundred
infrequently paid former government workers
alongside them.

To slow the road’s further destruction, the
Talibans have strictly enforced weight restric-

tions on the trucks navigating the pass. The
move is a small but substantive one, highlight-
ing the group’s shift from a ragtag insurgency
to a government acutely aware that foreign-
funded road workers and lucrative construc-
tion contracts won’t materialise anytime soon.

But that decision hasn’t been without con-
sequences — with trucks carrying less cargo,
drivers are making less money each trip. That
means they are spending less in the snack
shops, hotels and restaurants that dot the
road along the pass, piling additional misery
on those who make their living here in a coun-
try whose economy was already collapsing.

“These Taliban policies affect all of us,” said
Abdullah, 44, a shopkeeper who sells dried
fruit and soft drinks. He is a second-genera-
tion Salang resident, and his stonewalled
home overlooks the northern approach to the
pass like a lighthouse. When his children peer
out the windows to watch the convoy of trucks
below, they look like tiny lighthouse keepers.

“In the past truck drivers would come and
order three meals, now they just order one
and share it,” Abdullah said.

In front of Abdullah’s house, Ahmad Yar,
24, a stocky truck driver hauling flour from the
northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif, wasn’t thinking
about his next meal. His truck, upon which his
livelihood depended, had broken down. But in
a fortunate twist of fate, he managed to franti-
cally flag down a passing bus that miraculous-
ly had just the part he needed.

“Under the former government, we carried
40 tonnes of flour, now it’s 20,” Yar said,
explaining that the Western-backed govern-
ment couldn’t have cared less if his truck had
been overweight. He then scampered up into
his cab, threw his truck in gear and began the
long trek up the pass.

Ayoubi defended the Taliban decision to
enforce weight restrictions — and to alternate
northbound and southbound traffic each day
to avoid clogging the tunnels — arguing that
keeping the road somewhat functional was
better in the long run for Salang’s economy

than letting it be completely destroyed.
But the short-term consequences have

been devastating for Abdul Rasul, 49, a one-
eyed food vendor who has been selling
kebabs for 16 years in a spot tucked away
behind the rows of car washers and the twist-
ed metal of wrecked vehicles littered along the
roadside. This season he’s made about $300,
down from his average of around $1,000.

“They’re making less money,” he said of his
customers, “so they’re taking less kebabs.”

“It’s not like the years before,” he added.
And indeed it isn’t, with the country’s econ-

omy in a shambles and the Taliban’s forces
searching in the side valleys around the pass
for remnants of resistance forces.

Everything seems to be different in the
Salang Pass this year, except for the pass
itself.

The towering rows of mountains and the
rock-strewn valleys are as they’ve always
been. In the distance, truck after truck could
be seeing crawling up the pass like a line of
ants. Beggars and cold dogs sit at the hairpin
turns, where drivers have to slow almost to a
stop. The passing old Soviet trucks and Ford
pickups provide a history lesson of former
occupiers.

Abdul Rahim Akhgar, 54, a traffic officer in
the Salang for nearly three decades, held this
same job the last time the Talibans were in
power in the 1990s. On a recent afternoon he
stood on the roadside at the northern mouth
of the pass and looked at a twisted flatbed
truck that had veered off the road and
slammed into the side of a house below an
hour or two earlier.

The crash killed one passenger and about
a dozen or so caged chickens. Akhgar reck-
oned that 50 people die in the pass in acci-
dents each year. But all in all, he added, it’s
better now. “There’s no fighting,” he said as a
young boy wrestled with a chicken that sur-
vived the crash. “And travellers can travel 
easier.”

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

After overthrowing the government, the Talibans are now trying to save what’s left of the roads they spent years
blowing up, with none more critical than a two-mile-high pass through the Hindu Kush

Vehiles pass through the Salang Pass that the Taliban regime is trying to safeguard after taking over the government in Afghanistan

Fighting was easier: Taliban
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Class on craft
and creativity

Acraft bazaar, food stalls and music
– they were the focus of a fair on
Activity Based Curriculum (ABC in

short) organised by St. Augustine’s Day
School, Shyamnagar, on March 15 and
16. Students and parents from pre-pri-
mary to middle school, assembled in the
school playground at 4:30pm for the inau-
guration.

The mela aimed at spreading aware-
ness on how learning can be more effec-
tive when it is an active rather than pas-
sive.Focusing on the holistic development
of a child and encouraging students to
take responsibility for their own learning
experience, St.Augustine’s Day School,
Shyamnagar has included activity-based
curriculum till class VIII. It plays an impor-
tant role in teaching the students to collab-
orate, communicate and work in teams.

The mela included a cultural pro-
gramme. Several crafts and items hand-
made by students were on sale. Food
stalls sold bakery items, among other
things.The amount collected from the
mela was handed over to NGO Uttaran
Welfare Society.The fete kicked off with a
musical tribute to Lata Mangeshkar,
Sandhya Mukhopadhyay and Bappi
Lahiri. Principal Rev. Rodney Borneo pre-
sented the annual report on the Activity
Based Curriculum.

“We focus equally on academics and
co-curricular activities for the all-round
development of each and every student.”
The programme also included yoga and
karate displays.The choir also charmed
the audience with their performance. Fi-
nally, the guest performance was staged
by dancer Souvik Dey and his colleagues
Manjuri Das and Ankana Bhaduri.There
was also a dance performance by the
evening school students.

It was a very inter-
esting experi-
ence for both
parents and stu-
dents alike. Many
items, food and
otherwise, made by
students were on sale at a rea-
sonable price.The students had
a fun day and we got to watch
some good performances

— Utsab Ghosal, 
Class X

It was a great pro-
gramme that
gave us a good
perspective of
things. Most of
the events were
meant to educate
beside entertain. I am very thank-
ful to my school for selecting me
for the yoga display

— Aadi Karmakar, 
Class VII

Knowledge is
boundless-
whether it is ac-
quired from the
pages of the
books or the zest-
ful activities.We are
proud to re-open the ABC with a
grand mela for the session 2022-
2023, a curriculum which facili-
tates learning through playing.
The constant support of our stu-
dents and guardians is what
made this event a grand success

— Rev. Rodney Borneo, 
principal

We all worked to-
gether tirelessly
to make the
mela a success.
I cannot be
more glad to see
the students so ex-
cited.This really made a differ-
ence. Our team was felt proud
when each and every guardian
praised our effort

— Sourabh Gupta, 
CCA Coordinator

ABC classes help
us learn some-
thing new. Our
school has also
given us the op-
portunity to learn a
little bit of cooking. I
thoroughly enjoyed the mela

— Ipsit Guha Neogi, 
Class V

A fair and a cultural programme flag off the Activity Based Curriculum
learning at St Augustine’s Day School, Shyamnagar, teaching students

and parents new methods of education. Young Metro reports…

Students perform a welcome dance that leaves the audience enthalled,  and (right) Anusmita Nandy
of Class VIII showcases her karate moves

(From left) Principal Rev. Rodney Borneo felicitates dancer Souvik Dey, yoga display at the ABC mela with Aadi Karmakar of Class VII (in black), evening school students stage a dance

(Clockwise from
left) Principal
Rev Rodney

Borneo honours
the school’s late

founder  and
rector CR Gasper
and Bappi Lahiri,
Souvik Dey and

his troupe stage a
dance and the
school choir
entralls the

audience

Text and pictures by YM Force memberAdrrija Kar, Class IX, St. Augustine’s Day School, Shyamnagar
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ONE STEP
FORWARD
Parents and students of Asian International school
are given a blueprint of all the activities that they can
expect this academic year, since school reopens.
Young Metro reports…

An orientation session kicked
off Asian International
School’s events calendar. It

was organised for both parents and
students at the newly-built school
auditorium from March 25 to 28.
Principal Vijaylaxmi Kumar headed
the sessions, giving insights to the
parents about the school curriculum
and methodology.They were also
told the annual pedagogical plan,
‘SkillOvation’.

“The event began with the
announcement of the school earning
an accreditation from the British
Council and also from the central
government as the Fit India School.
The principal informed the guests
about the awards and accolades,
webinars, special assemblies,
teachers’ training sessions, intra
school competitions, co-scholastic
activities, CBSE activities that are on
the cards.

The principal mentioned the
organisations associated with AIS,
including National Skill Development
Corporation, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Science
Olympiad Foundation, EDUDIGM –
an IITian initiative and others.

The consequences and
challenges of returning to school
post-pandemic were laid out as also
the new set of norms, syllabus,
marking and evaluation schemes
through a presentation. Not
disregarding the mental health of the
students during such tough times,
the contact numbers of school

Parents and students attend the orientation programme the newly-built school auditorium in March

The principal presents the school’s objective and agenda through a
power point presentation

Guests stand as the national anthem is played

Principal Vijaylaxmi Kumar addresses the parents

counsellors were shared with the
parents.Thereafter, the
introduction of the academic and
administrative staff, coordinators,
AIS career counselling cell
coordinators took place.

The audience also got a peek
into the awards won by students,

It was
fantastic
to meet
my tea-
chers. All
my friends
had come so
we could interact with
them as well. New books
and uniform added to our
excitement of getting
promoted to a new class  
— Aditya Banerjee
Class IX

As parents
we always
look
forward to
the orien-
tation day.
We get to
understand the progress
made by the school in
various fields.The principal
gave us a holistic view of
where we stand and where
the school envisages to be.
It was a very satisfying
experience to meet the
faculty and the other parents
after two years
— Aninda Gopal Banerjee
parent

The
orientation
was
extremely
helpful.
We got to
know a lot of
things related to our entire
academic session.We
came to know about the
new pedagogical structure
and also about marks
distribution.We learnt
about patterns of
assessment and
examination. It was a
beneficial session  
— Sanglap Samanta
Class X

It was a
pleasant
meeting.
And the
entire
discussion
was extre-
mely beneficial
for me. As parents, it was
important to know the
various patterns of
assessments and the
current changes imple-
mented.The way the entire
pedagogical structure was
represented is praiseworthy
— Sulata Samanta
parent

Orientation Session for the upcoming academic
year is a special one since it marks the return of
normal school after a hiatus of two years. It has
been assuring to record an attendance
percentage of almost 95 per cent for parents and
students during the sessions spread over quite a
few days
— Vijaylaxmi Kumar, principal

Text and pictures by Arita Gupta, Class IX, Asian International School

the webinars and plethora of
events that have been organised
last year and the photographs of
cheerful faces of students after
school reopened were compiled
in a quarterly newsletter drafted
Abhraneel Mullick, Aritra Gupta,
Ritojit Pramanik and Sanglap

Samanta of Class XI. The singing of
the National anthem marked the end
of the enriching session which
followed the report card distribution
hour.The brimming crowd at
orientation session was a proof of
the enthusiasm of students and
parents.
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Clean and green
That keeping one’s surroundings and the country clean is every student’s duty
is taught during the Swachh Bharat Week, observed in Mahadevi Birla World
Academy. Young Metro reports…

The Swachh Bharat Week
campaign aims to achieve the
vision of “Clean India”.

Therefore, students of Mahadevi
Birla World Academy celebrated the
Swachh Bharat Week from February
7 to 11 in the school to enlighten and
sensitise the students of Nursery to
Class II about the same.

The topic was tackled through
various subjects that were
interlinked, such as general
awareness and EVS, English,
mathematics, art and craft,
storytelling, to name a few.

The Nursery toddlers celebrated
the week by doing activities related
to the vision of a Clean India and
Green India.They started the week
by giving a valuable insight on the
importance and value of cleanliness
beginning with self, home,
neighbourhood, community and the
city. Children were encouraged to
speak about the ways in which they
could keep their homes clean.They
were taught to create a robot toy with
paper waste, so that the concept of
reuse, reduce and recycle of
resources is reinforced.The motor
activity was designed keeping in
mind segregation of waste, a vital
concept of Swacch Bharat Abhiyan.
The children coloured posters and
enjoyed a story related to cleanliness
and its importance and took part in
an assembly on the same.

The KG kids were made aware of
the same through activities related to
various subjects.They were given
comprehension passages in English.
In number work they not only learnt
the concept of addition, but also the
hazards of being dirty. In general
awareness, they were taught about
kinds of waste and how to dispose of
them in different coloured bins.
Through stories and recitation, they
were told about the benefits of being
clean.Worksheets and activities
were given to reinforce their
knowledge about the dos and don’ts
related to hygiene.They also learnt
how to recycle old plastic bottles and
buckets, wrote slogans and took up
brooms and mops to clean their
house.This made them realise that
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness”.

The week ended with a session,
Hot Planet Needs Cool Kids, by a
parent. It enlightened the students as
to why different trash items need to
be thrown in different coloured bins
and the harmful effects of pollution.

The Class I students were shown
a video. A discussion followed and
then they took a pledge to keep their
surroundings clean. A scrapbook
activity and craftwork were done too.
The children made posters and
wrote slogans which helped to
enhance their creative skills.

Students also cleaned their
cupboards and bookshelves which
helped them realise that cleanliness
should begin at home.

Activities on segregating wastes
and using different coloured dustbins

were done to help them realise
their responsibility towards the
environment.The week ended by
doing a worksheet which helped
them enhance their writing skills.

The week started with a story
from StoryWeaver Keeping Lala
Land Clean, for the students of
Class II, interlinking it to keeping
the students’houses and localities
clean. Discussions followed,
videos were shown to sensitise
them about the usage of plastic
bags, their role in keeping the
environment clean and green,
emphasising the use of bins for dry
and wet waste.

Quiz was played on Quizizz,
and a worksheet was done by all to
gauge their understanding.The
week ended with an assembly in
which the students took part.

The motto of observing this
week was to raise awareness
among the children about clean
and green surroundings.

KG student Navya Poddar shows different coloured bins

Hand-crafted mop and broom made by Class II student Vansh Mundra

A poster on Swachh Bharat made by the Class I students

Rajashree Mondal of Class I
shows her poster

Nursery student Aayushman
Karati sweeps his surroundings,
and (below) students demonstrate

segregation of waste

If we keep
our India
clean,
the
nation
will take
pride and
we can breathe
green  
— Shivanjali Majumdar
Kumar, Class I

Clean-
liness
leads to
greenery
and
greenery
leads to
happiness  
— Kalp Golechha
Class I

We at Mahadevi Birla World Academy wish to nurture responsible citizens of the
future and sow the seeds right from the formative years.With this aim in mind
the Swachchata week was celebrated during which the mantra of the 3R's -
reuse, reduce and recycle became the order of the day. As we approach our
75th year of Independence we wish to achieve the vision of 'Clean India' by
starting young  

— Nupur Ghosh
vice-principal

I learnt a lot
from the
Swachh
Bharat Week
celebrated in
our school. It
gave me the
knowledge as to how
to keep our surroundings
clean and hygienic. Now, I
have started planting more
trees to make my environment
fresh and green  
— Himanshi Gupta, Class II

Swacch Bharat
is the only
solution to
avoid
pollution  
— Mudit Bajaj
Class II

Text and pictures by YM Force member Soumili Rakshit, Class IX Mahadevi Birla World Academy



effort and produced a brilliant
one-handed save at his near
post for the second. He also
repelled a John McGinn
piledriver.

Philippe Coutinho was
pulling the strings and when
he managed to find some

space for himself by the dead-ball
line, his exquisitely floated cross
deserved more than Ollie Watkins
heading over the crossbar. At the
other end, Sergio Reguilon, on for
Doherty, was denied by Emiliano
Martinez.

All that good work by Villa was
quickly undone when they started
the second half just like the first
and were punished for switching
off. This time Lloris punted the ball
forward and Konsa made a weak
challenge on Kane, but the flicked
header from the Spurs forward
was exquisite nonetheless.

Suddenly Villa were in trouble
as Kulusevski latched on to the
ball and his low shot flew through
the legs of Mings and into the
corner of the net. “Are you
watching, Arsenal?” was one of
the more printable chants from
Tottenham’s travelling faithful.

Villa were caught out again by
another long ball down the
middle, this time from Cristian
Romero. Konsa was once more
the culprit and Kane the
puppeteer as his flicked header
sent Son through and he duly
blasted in his second goal. Five
minutes later the South Korea
forward completed his hat-trick,

Kulusevski this time the
provider as he pulled the

ball back for Son to tuck
away.

“In terms of the
result I want to
apologise,” Steven
Gerrard, the Villa
head coach, said.
“But the supporters
in the stadium will
have seen a game
of two halves. We
could have scored
three or four goals in
the first half. They
made it all about our
defence in the second
half. They are world-
class players and
destroyed us.”

THE SUNDAY TIMES,
LONDON
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NUGGETS

Leclerc wins Oz GP
Melbourne: Charles Leclerc
has completed a dominant
weekend in his Ferrari after
converting his pole position
into a comprehensive triumph
in the Australian Grand Prix on
Sunday. The 24-year-old
Leclerc extended his lead in
the drivers’ championship while
claiming his second win of the
season following victory in the
season-opening race in
Bahrain. Leclerc was able to
hold off Red Bull rival Max
Verstappen during the opening
laps and defended well mid-
race under safety car condi-
tions to pull away for a decisive
20.524-second victory.

AP/PTI

Harshal bereaved
Pune: Royal Challengers
Bangalore pacer Harshal Patel
has left the IPL bio-bubble fol-
lowing the death of a family
member. Sources said Harshal
exited the bubble after getting
to know about the tragedy in
the family right after the game
against Mumbai Indians.
Harshal has been the star per-
former for RCB over the past
couple of seasons and took
two wickets on Saturday night
in the team’s seven wicket win
over MI.

PTI

Real win, Atletico lose
Barcelona: Real Madrid consoli-
dated its already commanding
lead at the top of the Spanish
league with a 2-0 win over
Getafe, ahead of a week in
which it hopes to finish off
Chelsea in the Champions
League quarter-finals. Casemiro
put Madrid ahead in the 38th
minute with his first goal of the
season. Lucas Vázquez added a
second goal against toothless
Getafe in the 68th on Saturday.
Atlético Madrid lost 1-0 at
Mallorca as Diego Simeone’s
side stumbled again after its
defeat at Manchester City.
Atlético will now have to regroup
before it hosts City on
Wednesday needing to overturn
a 1-0 first-leg loss to Pep
Guardiola’s side to reach the
Champions League’s final four.

AP/PTI

Mbappe nets hat-trick
Paris: Kylian Mbappe and
Neymar both scored hat-tricks
as runaway leader Paris Saint-
Germain moved closer to a
record-tying 10th French league
title by thrashing Clermont 6-1.
Lionel Messi picked out Neymar,
who rifled into the far corner in
the sixth minute for the opener.
The Argentina star then chested
down a cross from Neymar in
the 19th to provide a volleyed
pass for Mbappe, who beat goal-
keeper Arthur Desmas

AP/PTI

PAULROWAN

You never quite know with
Tottenham Hotspur, but this felt
like a defining day in the battle

for the final Champions League spot.
Antonio Conte’s side ruthlessly
capitalised on Arsenal’s defeat by
Brighton & Hove Albion to consolidate
fourth place in the Premier League
with a display that was gritty and
brilliant, capped by a Son Heung-min
hat-trick.

Perhaps Conte has given
Tottenham the steel they have lacked
in recent years, for they had to
withstand a furious first-half assault
from Aston Villa, who then tamely
succumbed to their fourth league
defeat in a row after running out of
steam in the second half.

Son put Spurs ahead in the third
minute and Hugo Lloris pulled off a
series of fine saves before Tottenham
pulled away after the interval thanks to
one goal from the excellent Dejan
Kulusevski and then two from Son to
seal his hat-trick. Harry Kane pulled
the strings from deep with two assists
for Spurs, who have now scored 14
goals in their past four league wins.

“We have to show in this moment
that we start to feel the blood of the
opponent,” Conte said. “A top team
needs to be strong mentally. During
the game you can have a period
where you have to suffer because your
opponent is pushing you a lot.The first
half was difficult but we knew this
because I don’t think there is one team
that comes here and wins easily.”

Tottenham took an early lead when
Eric Dier’s hopeful ball forward was
poorly cleared by Ezri Konsa, who
mistimed his jump. His header landed
at the feet of Kane, whose shot was
heading well wide until it struck Matty
Cash and rebounded into the path of
Son. His low left-footed shot from the
edge of the penalty area hit a post and
went in.

Villa’s response was furious and
sustained, both in a series of full-
blooded challenges and the number of
chances that tested Lloris. Cash went
through Matt Doherty right on the
touchline, forcing the Ireland player to
eventually leave the field with what
looked like a twisted knee.Tyrone
Mings then left plenty on Kulusevski
while winning the ball.

In between those two flashpoints,
Villa showed plenty of creativity, as
chances fell to Cash then Jacob
Ramsey, but Lloris beat away the first

Son rises as

Spurs triumph

Son Heung-min scores the first goal for
Tottenham Hotspur on Saturday. Reuters

Son Heung-min celebrates his goals with teammates against 
Aston Villa on Saturday. Reuters

Son put Spurs ahead in
the third minute and

Hugo Lloris pulled off a
series of fine saves
before Tottenham

pulled away after the
interval thanks to

Kulusevski and Son
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A model poses for photographs at Calcutta maidan during celebrations of upcoming Bengali New
Year in the city on Sunday. PTI

A woman paints a Ukrainian flag on the face of a fellow demonstrator as they take part in a
protest against a pro-Russian demonstration, amid Russia's ongoing invasion of Ukraine, in

Frankfurt on Sunday. Reuters

Devotees perform a ritual on the occasion of Ram Navami, in Gurugram 
on Sunday. PTI

People are seen at a popular market during the holy month of Ramadan at 
Benghazi in Libya. Reuters

Devotees take part in a procession on the occasion of Palm Sunday, 
in Bhopal on Sunday. PTI

A trailer fell down while passing through on a bridge that collapsed at Sukhtawa river at
Itarsi-Nagpur National Highways near Betul on Sunday. PTI


