
Several social media users
reported seeing unidentified
burning objects falling from

the sky in north Maharashtra as
well as in some districts of Madhya
Pradesh on Saturday evening.

Experts speculated that they
could be either meteorites entering
the earth's atmosphere or the
pieces of rocket boosters which fall
off after a satellite launch.

A local government official in
eastern Maharashtra's
Chandrapur district said an
"aluminum and steel object"
reportedly fell at Ladbori village in
Sindewahi tehsil around 7.45pm.

Many social media users posted
pictures and videos of unidentifiable
objects, seemingly burning, falling
from the evening skies.

Such sightings were reported in

Buldhana, Akola and Jalgaon districts
of Maharashtra around 7.30pm, and
also from Barwani, Bhopal, Indore,
Betul and Dhar districts of
neighbouring Madhya Pradesh.

Jalgaon collector Abhijit Raut
said that according to the experts at
the APJ Abdul Kalam Astrospace
and Science Centre in Aurangabad,
the falling objects could be booster
pieces of the Electron rocket which
put a BlackSky earth observation
satellite in orbit. "This was a regular
event," Raut quoted the Centre as
saying.

Shriniwas Aundhkar, director of
the Kalam Astrospace and
Science Centre, said in a
statement that at 6.11pm, a Rocket
Lab Electron launcher sent a
satellite of the US-based firm
BlackSky into orbit.

This was the only satellite
launch scheduled globally on
Saturday, and hence the incident
seen the skies in north-east
Maharashtra could be the falling of
its rocket boosters, he said.

"This could have happened
because of atmospheric friction 30
to 35km above the earth's
surface," he said.

Director of the Geological
Survey of India's (GSI) central
region office at Nagpur,
Rashtrapal Chavan, said the GSI
could not say anything about
these objects without a chemical
analysis of samples.

Mahendra Wagh, scientist and
technical officer at the Raman
Science Centre and Planetarium,
said this could be a meteorite
which got burnt while entering the
atmosphere.

Rajendra Gupta,
superintendent of the Ujjain-based
Jiwaji Observatory, said, "This
appears to be meteorites.Their fall
is common." 
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Ganga tourism
New Delhi: The Union govern-
ment is planning to create a
tourism network to not only pro-
mote the sites of historical and
mythological importance along
the Ganga river, but also boost
the economy of the regions sur-
rounding the river, officials said.
The 2,520-km-long Ganga
flows through major cities such
as Varanasi, Haridwar, Praya-
graj, Calcutta, Patna, Kanpur
and Ghazipur, and since 2014,
the government through its Na-
mami Gange Programme has
pumped in funds to clean up
the river. Declared a flagship
scheme, the programme has a
budget outlay of Rs 20,000
crore. “The river is blessed with
a lot of historical places.Then
there are products unique to
these regions like sarees and
special cuisines.We can inte-
grate all these and can conduct
a tourism festival,” a senior offi-
cial said.

PTI

Kangaroos found
Jalpaiguri: One joey (baby
kangaroo) was found dead and
three others rescued from dif-
ferent parts of Jalpaiguri district
in Bengal, a forest official said.
The dead joey was found in
Nepali Bustee near Farabari
area of Siliguri town during the
day, and those rescued were
from Gajaldoba and Dabgram-
Farabari, he said. Forest 
officials are perplexed how 
kangaroos were found in 
North Bengal thousands of kilo-
metres away from their natural
habitat in Australia and New
Guinea.

PTI

Exam ready
New Delhi: The All India Radio
has launched a weekly interac-
tive programme for job seekers
and students preparing for vari-
ous competitive examinations.
The first episode of the 30-
minute programme, Abhyaas,
was aired on 100.1FM Gold on
Saturday.The programme has
been launched with an aim to
reach out to students and job
seekers who are preparing for
various competitive examina-
tions and are looking for suit-
able guidance, it said.
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UFO? Take a better look

Covovax nod for children

Social media users report seeing unidentified objects falling from sky in 
north Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh

Local people with an unidentified
object that several social media

users reported seeing falling from
the sky, in Chandrapur district of

Maharashtra on Saturday. PTI

The Covid-19 Working Group of the
National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI) has recommended

inclusion of the Serum Institute's Covovax in the
national vaccination programme for those aged
12 years and above, official sources said on
Sunday.

The drug regulator had approved Covovax
for restricted use in emergency situations in
adults on December 28 and in the 12 to 17 age
group, subject to certain conditions, on March 9.

The group has now recommended to the
standing technical sub-committee of the NTAGI
that Covovax be included in the national
vaccination programme for those aged 12 years
and above, sources said.

Serum Institute of India (SII) director for
government and regulatory affairs Prakash
Kumar Singh had written to the Union health
ministry recently, requesting for Covovax's
inclusion in the immunisation drive. "A meeting
of the NTAGI group took place on April 1 during
which data of Covovax was reviewed, after
which it recommended that the vaccine can be
included in the national Covid-19 vaccination
programme for inoculating those aged 12 years
and above," one of the sources said.

Singh had stated that the Pune-based firm
wanted to provide Covovax to private hospitals
at Rs 900 per dose plus GST and was waiting
for directions to supply it to the Centre. However,
the price of the vaccine for the government was
not mentioned.

India began inoculating children aged 12 to

14 from March 16. Biological E's Corbevax is
being used to inoculate them. In a letter to Union
health secretary Rajesh Bhushan, Singh was
learnt to have said that private companies,
educational institutes, social organisations,
central government organisations and public
sector undertakings were making requests for
Covovax to inoculate their staffers, families 
and children.

"Under the visionary leadership of our CEO

Adar C. Poonawalla, we have developed,
manufactured and obtained emergency use
authorisation from our national regulatory
authority for one more world-class Covid-19
vaccine, Covovax, for 18 years and above on
December 28, and for children in the age group
of 12 to 17 years on March 9, 2022," an official
source quoted Singh as having written in 
the letter.

PTI

Drug regulator approves new vaccine for those between 12 and above, after recent meet

Students in the age group of 12 to 14 years wait in a queue to get a dose of the Covid-19 preventive
vaccine at a school in Ghaziabad. PTI
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Art festival
New Delhi: The much-awaited
India Art Festival is all set to
make its return to the capital on
April 7, following a nearly two-
year hiatus because of the
coronavirus pandemic.The an-
nual art fair, now in its sixth edi-
tion, will have on display 3,500
artworks brought by over 20
galleries from across the coun-
try.Traditionally held at the
Thyagaraj Sports complex, the
festival will be held at the Con-
stitution Club this year. Accord-
ing to the organisers, the four-
day event will witness a collec-
tion of captivating art pieces
and sculptures by modern, con-
temporary, and traditional Indi-
an artists, connecting galleries,
dealers, and buyers, with
artists, interior designers, archi-
tects, and art connoisseurs.

PTI

Mrs Potato Head dead
New York: Estelle Harris, who
hollered her way into TV history
as George Costanza's short-
fused mother on Seinfeld and
voiced Mrs Potato Head in the
Toy Story franchise, died. She
was 93. As middle-class matron
Estelle Costanza, Harris put a
memorable stamp on her recur-
ring role in the smash 1990s sit-
com.With her high-pitched
voice and humorously over-
bearing attitude, she was an ar-
chetype of maternal indigna-
tion. She is survived by her
three children, three grand-
sons, and a great grandson.

AP/PTI

Covid memorial
New Delhi: The design for a me-
morial on the Delhi assembly's
premises to pay tribute to doctors
and other “corona warriors” is
ready and its dimension will be
8ft long and 6ft high, officials
said.The actual ground work to
install the memorial, which will
be built in metal, is expected to
begin shortly, they said. “The de-
sign is ready and the front side of
the memorial will depict relief art-
work, various Covid warriors who
have rendered yeoman service
during the pandemic, and those
who have lost their lives in the
line of duty,” a senior official said.

PTI

Craft boost

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha has
said his administration aims to
connect youngsters with the
craft tradition and provide them
with training and financial assis-
tance for its growth. Speaking at
the Surajkund International
Crafts Mela in Faridabad, Sinha
said the unique cultural and
heritage of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and priceless handicrafts
and handlooms evoke
admiration the world over.

PTI

Even though some states have decided to
stop penalising people for not wearing
masks as Covid-19 cases continue to

drop, health care experts say it is too early to
completely do away with the restriction.

They have advised people to voluntarily
mask up in order to also stay protected from in-
fections such as influenza and swine-flu, apart
from coronavirus.

The Maharashtra and Delhi governments re-
cently decided to ease the restriction on the
compulsory wearing of face masks in public, a
norm that was in place for two years and its vio-
lation attracted a fine of Rs 2,000.

Reacting to the development, virologist T.
Jacob John said since the pandemic was “over”
in India, the use of mask was no longer needed
to reduce the SARS-CoV-2 transmission.The
mask mandate has lived its time and there is no
longer justification for its continuation as “man-
date”.

But it is a good idea to promote the voluntary
wearing of masks in public places to reduce in-
halation of dust and other respiratory transmit-
ted agents, including TB bacilli, flu virus, other
respiratory viruses such as syncytial virus, ade-
novirus, common cold viruses and so on, he
said.

“It is a habit that will reduce diseases. Cur-
rently, we see kidney transplant patients wear-
ing masks; everyone will benefit — in buses,
trains, aeroplanes and so on,” John, former di-
rector of the Indian Council for Medical Re-
search's Centre of Advanced Research in Virol-
ogy, said.

“My personal opinion is that there ought to
be active promotion of mask-wearing on all hos-
pital premises, in outpatient clinics and all
queues and waiting areas.There I am not
averse to even a mandate. For staff and pa-
tients, relatives and visitors,” John added.

Dr Ravi Shekhar Jha, additional director and
head of the department - pulmonology, Fortis

Escorts Hospital, Faridabad, said mask should
continue to be mandatory and it was premature
to give up this habit completely. “The disastrous
second wave, that took many young lives across
the world, was something that the modern world
had not seen before. People had become a little
complacent after the first wave and that proba-
bly lead to an unchecked rise in fatal cases.
Though it is true that majority of suscepti-
ble Indians are vaccinated, what we
must keep in mind is that vaccine
doesn't protect us against in-
fection. Even if the infection
is not fatal, it keeps you
weak for many months,”
he said.

“We all know about
the long Covid.There-
fore, it is best to not get
infected. So far, science
has proved that masks
are the only major contrib-
utors to preventing infec-
tion,” Jha said.

Another important consid-
eration here is that though Covid-
19 has probably weakened, the coun-
try saw a reduction in the number of swine
flu cases due to masks and sanitation prac-
tices. “Swine flu is more fatal than Covid and
the combination called flurona can also be pre-
vented by this.Therefore, in my opinion, masks
must not be taken out of fashion...too early,” he
said.

Dr Akshay Budhraja, senior pulmonologist,
Aakash Healthcare Super Speciality Hospital,
said it was time to stop swinging between re-
striction and normality. “We must learn to live
with coronavirus like the same way we live with
other viruses such as influenza and adenovirus
among others. Masks should not be mandatory
for the general population, but recommended for
those who are sick or who have any kind of im-

munosuppressive illness, visiting crowded
closed places with poor ventilation or when visit-
ing a health care facility such as hospitals or
clinics,” he said.

“At the same time, we need to stay cautious
and follow the latest recommendations which
may change from time to time in the coming
months, according to the statistics. Now that

everyone is aware enough on when to
wear a mask, we must take respon-

sibility ourselves in coming
times,” he said.

Dr Arunesh Kumar,
senior consultant, pul-
monology, Paras Hospi-
tals, Gurugram, said
there had been a rise in
Covid-19 cases in west
as well as in China.
“Masking is the second-
most effective interven-

tion after vaccination
when it comes to prevent-

ing new Covid infection.We
are still not there with our

double vaccine recipient num-
bers where herd immunity will be

attained. New infections invite virus muta-
tion.With a population as large as ours, it may
prove a costly move as people will definitely
find a reason not to put a mask on as a major
deterrent has been removed,” he said.

Advocating for unlocking but not unmasking,
Dr Kumar said the mask had also proved useful
in preventing other infections such as tuberculo-
sis as well as allergic problems from dust and
pollen, “which is a big problem in Delhi-National
Capital Region”.

“I urge people to consider masking up on a
voluntary basis when out and about to help the
country fight Covid infection effectively,” he
added.

PTI

Health watchdogs say it’s too early in the day to drop all caution, especially in public places 

Mask up voluntarily: Experts

A huge crowd of people shopping at Sarojini Nagar market in New Delhi. People have been advised to opt for masks in order to also stay protected
from infections such as influenza and swine-flu, apart from coronavirus. PTI

Though
it is true that

majority of susceptible
Indians are vaccinated,

what we must keep in mind
is that vaccine doesn't

protect us against infection.
Even if the infection is not

fatal, it keeps you 
weak for many 

months
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Information gleaned by googling on com-

puters and smartphones is easily forgotten
compared with facts read in books, a

study has suggested.
Researchers discovered that the human

brain quickly forgets data found using an
Internet search engine because it is so read-
ily available. It found that participants in the
study instead remembered how the informa-
tion was obtained, such as key search terms
and websites, rather than the detail itself.

The study found that people were “cogni-
tive misers” — there is an innate reluctance
to remember facts unless necessary.

It means that unless the information is
hard-earned, such as through study or dur-
ing hours of reading, it is all too easily for-
gotten. Dr Esther Kang, the study leader
from Cologne University in western
Germany, said: “Having information at one’s
fingertips through electronic devices such as
computers and smartphones often leads to
reduced attention and diminished recall.

“When individuals know they have easy
access to information, they are more likely to
remember how to access it, for example the
search term, rather than remember the
detailed information.

“A common perspective of online com-
munication is that greater access to informa-
tion leads to greater learning, however, this
research offers a cautionary note about
greater accessibility in that easy access may
not directly guarantee users’ involvement in
learning or paying attention to the informa-
tion.”

Researchers analysed the results of
three studies to come up with the findings. In
the first, a group of 101 under-graduate stu-
dents were asked to recall details of a credit
card offer but primarily remembered how to
retrieve the data rather than the data itself.

The second experiment involving 303
people concluded that the participants forgot
the contents of an advert when they knew it
was available online and could be
rewatched.

In the third experiment it was found that

151 graduates were more likely to subscribe
to a blog if it was easy to access and
required little effort to remember.

Researchers also found that people with
better memories were more prone to forget
data found via Google or information
retrieved on other search engines.

Kang, from the university’s faculty of
management, economics and social sci-

ences, added: “Those with high working
memory capacity are less likely to encode
and retrieve details when the information is
available with a search engine query.

“However, they still remember how to
access the information.

“This study provides empirical evidence
that when users can easily access informa-
tion whenever they want, they are less likely

to process the details and are even more
likely to forget the content.

“Furthermore, contrary to lay beliefs
about cognitive capacity, this research
shows that this cognitive miserliness is more
evident in individuals with high working
memory capacity rather than those with low
working memory capacity.”

THE TIMES, LONDON

Scientists have completed a
32-year quest to decode
humanity’s DNA, a develop-

ment that promises to “revolu-
tionise” our understanding of dis-
ease and evolution.

The first full and “gapless”
sequence of the human genome
has been compiled, offering a full
blueprint for what makes humans
distinct.

Efforts to sequence the three
billion-letter code that makes up
our DNA began in 1990 at an initial
cost of dollars 3 billion. A version
was published in 2003 but it was
only about 92 per cent complete.

Evan Eichler, a researcher at
the University of Washington
School of Medicine and co-chair-
man of the Telomere to Telomere
consortium, which carried out the
work, said: “The complete blue-
print is going to revolutionise the
way we think about human
genomic variation, disease and
evolution.”

The full sequencing builds on
the work of the Human Genome
Project but until relatively recently
the technology was not available
to decode 8 per cent of the seq-

uence, leaving large blanks.
Scientists have now been able

to fill in those blanks thanks to
advances in sequencing tech-
niques. This enabled them to dif-
ferentiate between chunks of code
that previously appeared identical

and put them in the right places,
allowing them to add in more than
200 million missing letters.

One of the newly deciphered
sections may provide clues about
why humans developed bigger
brains than other apes, resear-

chers suggested, while others
could help doctors to better under-
stand neuroblastoma, a cancer
that mainly affects young children,
schizophrenia, lung cancer and
some forms of muscular dystrophy
and immunodeficiency.

“Generating a truly complete
human genome sequence repre-
sents an incredible scientific
achievement, providing the first
comprehensive view of our DNA
blueprint,” said Eric Green, director
of the National Human Genome
Research Institute.

He said it will help to “under-
stand all the functional nuances of
the human genome, which in turn
will empower genetic studies of
human disease”.

The research, published across
six papers in the Science journal,
concluded that the new blueprint
would “drive future discovery in
human genomic health and dis-
ease”.

Deanna Church, a genomics
scientist at Inscripta, said the
research would “better support
personalised medicine, population
genome analysis and genome
editing”.

Whole genome sequencing
allowed scientists to track the
mutation of the Sars-CoV-2 virus.
The new complete human
genome is the fullest sequence
created for any mammal.

THE TIMES, LONDON

Learn by the book

Researchers say that having information at one’s fingertips often leads to reduced attention unlike reading from books

A full sequence of the human genome has been compiled, offering a blueprint for what makes humans distinct

Recent study reveals that knowledge gained from the Internet is short lived

Human genome gets decoded
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An August assembly
Alumni association of St Augustine’s Day School, Barrackpore holds two major programmes back-to-back
on the school premises. Young Metro reports…

Team Augustino, the alumni
club of St Augustine’s Day
School, Barrackpore,

arranged events — Augusto
Foot fight 5.0 and AuRevoir5.0
— on the school premises on
March 6 and 12.

For the very first time, Team
Augustino arranged foot fight in
the school compound with five
teams — Classroom FC, Staff
Room FC, Music Room FC, Sick
Room FC, and Computer Room
FC. Players from senior batches
such as Manoranjan Bhagat,
ICSE batch 1989, to junior
batches — 2021 took part in this
event. Gradually, Classroom FC
and Music Room FC made it
through the finale, and finally,
Music Room FC won the trophy
under the captaincy of Rohan
Roy, ISC Batch 2013.

It had been held for almost
six hours at a stretch where
arrangements for refreshments
and felicitation were also made.
Principal J. Biswas, who is also
the president of Team Augustino,
graced the event by her
presence.

AuRevoir is an event which
every school alumnus looks
forward to enjoy and rejuvenate
their memories spent in the
school.

AuRevoir 5.0 started with an
introduction speech by emcee
Aman Jaiswal, ISC batch 2017,
followed by the president’s
speech, lamp-lighting by
teachers and showering of
petals in the memory of rector
Lt. CR. Gasper.

A folk singing performance
was also arranged by Saborni
Nag Biswas, ISC batch 2020,
Bappaditto Manna, ISC batch
2020 and Udita Bhattachryya,
ISC batch 2020.

“Overwhelmed to reunite
with the better version of my
students in the ‘nest’ where they
grew and flew off,” teacher
Nupur Purkaystha.

The programme was co-
ordinated and taken care of by
Team Augustino secretary
Sanjay Sharma, ICSE batch
1992.The programme was
further continued by felicitation
of the administration staff
members and then
refreshments — which was
exceptional.

Students took pictures with
their teachers, interacted with
them and had a pleasant walk
down the memory lane.

Saborni Nag Biswas, Udita
Bhattachryya and Bappaditto
Manna once again capped the
event with their song.Vote of
thanks by the Team Augustino
secretary marked the ending
ceremony.

Then it was the DJ time.
Dancing appeared to be more
fun when performed 
with friends.

The alumni members of the institute pose with principal J Biswas on the school premises

(From left) Former students (ISC batch - 2020) Bappaditto Manna, 
Saborni Nag Biswas and Udita Bhattachryya perform

We alumni,
along with
St Augus-
tine's Day
School,
work
together to
build a well-organised
family which works for
various social causes.
During the pandemic, we
stood by the under-
privileged one and tried to
help them. As a secretary, I
am proud of my alumni
which successfully
organised foot fight and
the annual reunion
programme.We will come
up with many more social
events in coming days  
— Sanjay Sharma
alumnus

The event
gave us a
chance to
meet our
old
teachers
and batch
mates.We had a helluva
great time at the reunion
meet. Being in the
classrooms, sharing our
experiences with teachers,
classmates and juniors were
nostalgic.Thanks to the
school committee and the
principal for arranging this
reunion.We hope that future
reunions will also be
arranged
— Parmindar Kaur
alumnus

Going back
to school
after 32
years and
that too
for a
football
tournament was
a miracle and a dream
come true.Thanks to team
Augustino for making it a
success.Would love to be
part such initiatives in
future as well
— Manoranjan Bhagat
alumnus

It’s special
this year as
the
tourney
was
organised in
the school.
During our time, we didn’t
have a ground in the school.
Now we have one, and it
was awesome to play there.
It brought back memories of
the Inter-School Football
Tournaments we had taken
part. It was nostalgic
— Uday Sankar
Mazumdar, alumnus

St Augustine’s
Day School,
Barrackpore
believes in
“Success for
Every Child”. An
alumni meet every
year helps us celebrate the
success of students who hold
key positions of major influence
in the society. It also enables the
alumni to notice the change and
developments happened on the
school premises then and now
— Jhuma Biswas
principal

Text and pictures by YM Force members Debosmita Biswas, Class IX 
and Rohini Pal, Class XI, St Augustine’s Day School, Barrackpore

School alumni play a friendly football match

School alumnus
Rupam

Bhattacharjee of
ISC batch - 2017

receives the
winners’ trophy

from the
principal

Debarshi Bhattacharjee (centre)
and Papendu Das of ISC batch -

2007 felicitate vice-principal
Shweta Ray (extreme left)

Sanjay Sharma of ICSE batch - 1992
felicitates the principal



The beaches of Kendrapara and
Ganjam districts in Odisha are now wit-
nessing a phenomenon as lakhs of

Olive Ridley turtles flocked the seashores for
the annual mass nesting, forest officials
said.

The annual journey of the marine reptiles
to lay eggs presents a breathtaking sight.
The turtles have started reaching the
Gahirmatha beach, considered the world’s
largest-known nesting ground of these ani-
mals, since March 25, while thousands of
such animals arrived at the Rushikulya river
mouth in Ganjam district on early March 27
morning. Besides Gahirmatha and
Rushikulya, they also lay eggs at the Devi
river mouth in Puri district.

On March 27, as many as 40,533 female
turtles laid eggs on an island formed near
the Rushikulya river mouth.

“The mass nesting of the turtles started
from 4am at the site and continued till
around 8.30am,” officer of the Berhampur
forest division in Ganjam Amlan Nayak said.

The mass nesting of the Olive Ridley tur-
tles did not take place at the Rushikulya
river mouth last year, even though thou-
sands of sea species had been seen in the
sea, he said.

At Gahirmatha on March 25, around 2.45

lakh female turtles crawled to the seashore
to dig pits with flippers, the divisional forest
officer of Rajnagar mangrove (wildlife) J.D.
Pati, who oversees the mass nesting of tur-
tles in Gahirmatha beach, said.

“The arrival of so many turtles is a
refreshing development, and this is probably
the largest congregation at the nesting
beach on a single day,” Pati said.

“We’re expecting a large congregation for
the next two three days, and the mass nest-
ing is likely to continue at least for a week,”
he added.

There were apprehensions that the Olive
Ridley turtles, which derives the name from
the colour of the shell, might skip their annu-
al visit as the mass nesting was delayed by
around a fortnight.

Last year, 3,49,694 turtles had turned up

at the nesting grounds to lay eggs from
March 9 to March 23.

The females virtually invade the nesting
beaches, usually in the dead of the night, for
laying eggs. They usually lay around 120 to
150 eggs and return to the sea, another offi-
cial said.

Hatchlings usually emerge after 45 to 60
days. Out of every 1,000 hatchlings that
enter the sea, only one manages to reach
adulthood, according to official data.

Illegal egg poaching, turtle harvesting
and nest destruction by humans are some
of the major threats these reptiles face,
apart from climate change.

The forest department has been prioritis-
ing the safety of the nests, with wildlife staff
on round-the-clock vigil to keep predators
such as jackals, hyenas and wild dogs at

bay, an official said.
“The condition of the beach, as well as

the weather, is very conducive. We expect
the unique phenomena will continue for the
next few days,” said Nayak. He said the
mass nesting of the Olive Ridley was fol-
lowed by the sporadic nesting in the
Rushikulya rookery, considered the second
largest after Gahiramatha.

A fence has been erected along the
entire 4.5-km-long stretch of beach to pre-
vent visitors.

Over 150 people, including forest person-
nel, wildlife activists and nearby villagers
were engaged for round-the-clock protection
of the Olive Ridley and the eggs. The protec-
tion would continue in the next 50 days till
the hatchling takes place, he said.

PTI
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Nesting
beach

Olive Ridley turtles flock
Odisha seashores, the
world’s largest-known

nesting ground of these
animals, to lay eggs

Lakhs of Olive Ridley turtles have started flocking  to the beaches of Kendrapara and Ganjam districts 

Mandela alive and well in virtual world
It will soon be possible to meet

Nelson Mandela from beyond
the grave after his family

announced he was joining the vir-
tual reality metaverse.

The project, in which the for-
mer anti-apartheid leader appears
as a hologram, is designed to
“amplify African voices” that will
include digital art collections and a
holographic gala.

The Mandela family’s Long
Walk to Freedom brand is launch-
ing A Long Walk to Meta:
Mandelaverse, which it says is
“guided by the principles and
virtues” of the late South African
leader.

The metaverse, a virtual reality
online world spearheaded by Mark
Zuckerberg, allows Mandela’s
large, feuding family to cash in on
his legacy. The project will feature
the sale of non-fungible tokens
(NFTs), one-of-a-kind digital
assets on a public ledger, using
the same technology that under-
pins bitcoin. The certificates, which

allow owners to trade online
assets, have exploded in populari-
ty in recent years.

Just about any kind of object,
including tweets or YouTube
videos, can be sold as an NFT.
Examples include a digital artwork
by the artist Beeple, which sold for
69 million dollars last year.

The Mandela NFT art collec-
tions will be sold via a Dutch auc-
tion, where the asking price is low-
ered until a buyer is found. Half the
money raised will go to the
Mandela family estate, with funds
distributed to education pro-
grammes, the organisers said.
Much of the remaining proceeds
will be used to make and manage
new collections.

The first of four NFT art collec-
tions is expected to be released in
May. It will include 100 silver and
gold tokens providing access to
the “Mandelaverse Gala”. The
event, described on the project’s
website as “A-list”, will be held in
Los Angeles this summer.

The gala is an “immersive
experience”, according to organis-
ers, and will allow guests to “take
a journey” through Mandela’s life
while dining alongside holographic
animals and landscapes via 
“state-of-the-art projection map-

ping”. One owner of a gold token
will be eligible for a trip to
Johannesburg that includes a pri-
vate safari.

The metaverse is a fully
realised digital world populated
with real people who use avatars
to interact with each other. The vir-
tual environments often include an
economy that allows users to cre-
ate, buy and sell goods.

Enthusiasts, including
Zuckerberg, the Facebook
founder, who has renamed the
company Meta, have heralded it
as the future of the internet.

Princess Zenani Mandela
Dlamini, 63, Mandela’s daughter,
said that she agreed with her
father’s beliefs. She said: “My
father was a great champion of
education and believed it was the
most powerful weapon we could
use to change the world.

“It is here that we will amplify
African voices, connect a global
community through storytelling,
and uphold the legacy, principles,

and values of a revolutionary
man.”

This is not the first time
Mandela’s legacy has inspired
projects in the booming digital art
market. Last month it was
announced that artworks by the
anti-apartheid campaigner, who
died in 2013 aged 95, were being
sold as NFTs.

Mandela’s sprawling family —
he had six children from his three
marriages — have not been shy
about exploiting his legacy for
money.

Some of his grandchildren
launched a line of hats and
sweatshirts that featured his
image while two of his US-based
granddaughters appeared in a
reality television show called
Being Mandela. His descendants
have not always seen eye-to-eye.
In Mandela’s final months, an
ugly feud played out in the public
eye over the reburial of his three
late children.

THE TIMES, LONDON

Nelson Mandela
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Time for creativity
It’s a moment of pride and honour for H. M. Education Centre, Hooghly, to
launch the eighth edition of the Annual School Magazine, HYMN, online.
Reports Young Metro…

The event took place in the school in
the virtual presence of many dig-
nitaries, rector Sudipta Bose,

principal Sonita Roy, teachers,
students of secondary and sen-
ior secondary classes.

In the beginning, the princi-
pal greeted the dignitaries and
others present there with her
speech.The dignitaries in-
cluded H. M. Education Trust
chairman Uttam Bose and H.
M. Schools Managing Commit-
tee chairman B.C. Mishra.

Next, the principal requested
the manager-cum-rector to inaugu-

rate the HYMN e-magazine by sharing the
screen on Zoom with the respected dig-

nitaries.Teacher Priti Mahajan is the
editor-in-chief for this edition.

The magazine contains write-
ups of the students and the
teachers in English, Hindi and
Bengali, a gallery of photo-
graphs of the school events. It
also features the students’
drawings and their snapshots.

Because of the surge in the
pandemic the school couldn’t

launch the hard copy of the mag-
azine for two years. Nevertheless,

it kept on encouraging the students
to come up with their hidden talents.

The magazine is uploaded on the
school’s official website as well.

I was immensely
honoured to be
present in the
launching of
the eighth
edition of our
school e-
magazine. It was an
exciting experience to be
present there with all the
dignitaries and the editor-in-chief
during the launch after two years
— Sumit Modi, Class XI

It is a
prestigious
moment for all
of us. It was a
well organised
hybrid event
inaugurated by
the rector in presence
of other dignitaries
— Sangita Karar, teacher

Being a part of the
inauguration
ceremony was
very special for
me. HYMN has
been very close
to all of us. On and
off, I cherish my mind
seeing the pictures of my school
carrying memories of our classes
and the beautiful articles
— Soumodeep Sengupta
Class XII

Tender expressions of innocent minds always paint the
canvas of our minds with colours of joy and peace.The
children, when given the liberty to explore the literary
realms that are embellished with the precious gems of
prose, poetry and various forms of art, lead us through
various experiences which linger in our memories and
blooms and emanates the fragrance of bliss.Their
innovative instincts and creativity connect to the souls around
them.The magazine is a bouquet of such exquisite blooms. Application of
knowledge is the only way to reinforce it. It provides the students with a
platform to paint with words and colours the emotions of young hearts.
The idea of relating to human minds across the globe through literature
and art, thereby promoting solidarity and compassion, disregarding the
differences, is gradually inculcated into the students so as to nurture them
as individuals who would turn out to be the world leaders with
humanitarian ethics.The inauguration confirms the fact that our institution
believes that the students need to grow up with open minds and, when
given the freedom of expressing themselves, can realise their true
potential.This is the second time that the magazine has been released
virtually and is available on the school’s website
— Sudipta Bose, manager-cum-rector

It is a noteworthy
moment, a
moment of
honour and
privilege to
launch yet
another edition of
the magazine virtually.
The journal is not only an
anecdote, but also a testimony
to the intellectual and creative
aspirations amongst our
students, who have spread an
aura of aesthetic sensibility and
imagination in various forms. I
take immense pleasure in
extending my gratitude to the
editors, students and the entire
team who have contributed for
the successful launch of the e-
magazine and wishing the
esteemed institution all the
success in the coming
academic session
— Priti Mahajan
editor-in-chief

Text and pictures by YM Force memberAyush Biswas, Class XI, H. M. Education Centre

The students, teacher, principal and the rector attend the launch meet

Teachers, dignitaries and students pose for a group photograph during the e-magazine launch meet 
at HM Education Centre

Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, Shakespeare,Tagore,
R.K. Narayan or Munshi Premchand — such
countless stars of the literary world were once kids
too.These wordsmiths are now among the most
revered names who have given us gifts of
wondrous literary compositions that narrate the
human saga. It is our firm conviction that the
students of H. M. Education Centre too would eventually
imbibe the art of expressing their minds and ideas flawlessly and
enchant the readers with their literary skills.The e-magazine, Hymn,
Manifestations of Aesthetic Blooms is an endeavour to stimulate
the young minds to delve deep into the ocean of knowledge and
pen down the experience and pleasure derived therein. It is a
matter of immense pleasure that the eighth edition of this magazine
has now been released. It encompasses all that a school journal
probably can. It embraces quotes from all our dignitaries, to
interviews of notable alumni, to an extensive gallery of pictures
from the school events, to impressive articles by students and
teachers, and a lot more
— Sonita Roy, principal

Rector Sudipta Bose inaugurates the 
e-magazine launch event

The e-magazine launch event 
held online
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Shyam on his
twin mantras

BEDIKA

Veteran film-maker Shyam
Benegal, whose body of work
includes The Making of the

Mahatma and a 10-part series on the
Indian Constitution, says he has two
mantras while making biopics and
documentaries — be objective and
empathetic.

Stressing that he is not interested
in stirring controversy or in making a
propaganda film, Benegal said
everything becomes difficult when
you take a confrontational stand.
“Just two points. One has to be as
objective as possible and the second
point is to be sympathetic. If you are
not objective, you are already
colouring the story with your
subjectivity. Sympathy is necessary...
when I say sympathy, I mean
empathy so you can be one with the
subject,” Benegal said.

The 87-year-old director is now
working on Mujib - The Making of a
Nation, a Bangladeshi-Indian
biographical film about Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the first President
of Bangladesh and later its Prime
Minister who was assassinated with
most of his family in 1975.

Benegal, a rare film-maker who
has successfully walked the fiction
and non-fiction tracks in cinema, said
it is never difficult for film-makers to
tell the story they want to. “It’s always
possible. It is a question of how you
approach the subject and in what
way? If you take a confrontational
stand on everything, everything
becomes difficult… I am not
interested in creating controversy. I
am only interested in the human side
of the story,” he said.

Film-making, Benegal said, is
both personal and political for him.“I
don’t remember who said that: every
social act of yours is also a political
act whether you like it or not.”

Asked whether film-makers find it
difficult to express themselves,
Benegal said many things might
happen. “There will be politics, there
will be social points of view, and
cultural points of view... so many
things. But the point is that I’m not
making a propaganda film.”

Responding to the debate over
The Kashmir Files, Vivek Agnihotri’s
controversial film on the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits from Kashmir in
1990, Benegal said: “I have not seen
the film. I am looking forward to
seeing it.”

Mujib - The Making of a Nation is
a collaboration between the National
Film Development Corporation
(NFDC) and the Bangladesh Film
Development Corporation. “I have
done co-productions in the past as
well. But what was new was the fact
that we have made this film where
the entire cast is from Bangladesh.
They have a certain type of

Director stresses on an objective attitude and empathy
while working on new projects

attachment and sensitivity that was
required for the film,” Benegal, who
recently launched the poster of the
film, said.

Bangladeshi actor Arifin
Shuvoo plays the lead role of
Rahman in the movie.

According to the film-maker,
Rahman was a fascinating figure
with a gripping life story. “And the
way it ended, it is almost like a
Shakespearean tragedy. It was
obviously an important subject,”
the director said about his
motivation to take up the film.

Mujibur Rahman, the central
figure behind the Bangladesh
Liberation Movement and the
Bangladesh Liberation War in
1971, was the founding father of
Bangladesh. His daughter Sheikh
Hasina is the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh.

Benegal, considered a pioneer
of the Indian parallel cinema
movement with classics such as
Ankur (1973), Nishant (1975),
Manthan (1976), Bhumika (1977),
Junoon (1978) and Mandi (1983),
has had an equally illustrious
career in documentaries, biopics
and TV shows.

His later projects include
Mammo (1994), Sardari Begum
(1996), Zubeidaa (2001), Suraj Ka
Satvan Ghoda (1992), The Making
of the Mahatma (1996), Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose:The
Forgotten Hero (2005), TV show
Bharat Ek Khoj (1988), Amaravati
ki Kathayein (1995) and
Samvidhan, a 10-part series on
the making of the constitution, in
2014.

Benegal’s oeuvre consists of
many documentaries, including
one on Satyajit Ray.The
progression to documentaries
was natural. “There is always a
shift but it is implicit. It’s not as if
you have chosen to be like that.
What happened is the
imperceptible change taking place
constantly.You move on from one
thing to another. For example, I
made several biographical films
but I did not choose to do that, it
just happened.”

He also does not consider his
cinematic legacy as something
unique or something that others
can’t surpass.“There are people
who have done wonderful things.
There’s nothing unique in what one
has done.You do what you think
you want to do.That’s not unique.
Climbing Mount Everest is unique.”

Benegal took on the mammoth
task of adapting Jawaharlal
Nehru’s book Discovery of India
for television in 1988.The 53-
episode show is among his best-
known works outside cinema.
Asked what motivated him to take
on the book, Benegal said: “The
book was a revelation for me
when I first read it as a schoolboy.
I always felt that I learned so
much from it.”

PTI

A still from Zubeidaa

A still from The Making of the Mahatma
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DIVERSE CULTURES
Birla High School, Mukundapur arranges a week-long online exchange programme from

January 13 to 17 on the occasion of Makar Sankranti, where a number of schools share their
traditional practices. Young Metro reports…

Exchange
programmes
create
opportunities
to learn from
new friends. I
learned about
their food and culture. I
thoroughly enjoyed the
experience
— Reyansh Prasad, Class III

It was an
amazing
experience.
We learnt
about
tradition and
rituals
connected to this
popular Festival  
— Shreshth Upadhyay
Class VIII

Birla High
School –
Mukundapur
launched
Connecting
Classrooms to
connect the
students to go
beyond the confines of their
classrooms and interact with
their counterparts Pan India.
The aim is to commemorate
the 75th anniversary of our
Independence by promoting
respect and tolerance for
diverse cultures amongst the
students.The week-long
Makar Sankranti exchange
programme helped the
students of all the partner
schools to understand the
importance of unity in
diversity through real life
examples of Incredible India  
— Hira Prasad
principal

The learning
outcomes of
exchange
programmes
like these are
multidimensional.
Not only did the
students from different
regions of our country bonded
over a common festival and
developed social skills, they learnt
to respect the diverse nature of
our culture
— Ravinder Kaur
headmistress

The Connecting
Classrooms harvest
festival exchange
programme has
promoted inter-cultural
understanding among
the students. It has
encouraged students to be
compassionate to cultures that belong to
different ethnicities and religions 
— Rashmi Soni, teacher, 
Birla Shishu Vihar, Pilani

Thank you so much
for the wonderful
opportunity, BHS,
Mukundapur. Our
children thoroughly
enjoyed the
programme.The
display of all the academic
and cultural activities put up by all
the children was outstanding
— Isha Girish, co-ordinator, Sprouts
Montessori High School, Chennai

Text and pictures by YM Force member Basundhara Ghosh, Class VIII, 
Birla High School - Mukundapur

The school hosted a week-long cultural ex-
change programme on the harvest festi-
val Makar Sankranti, virtually. Classes

from Nursery to VIII showcased various activi-
ties pertaining to this celebration.The students
imbibed the essence of this popular festival
through song, dance recitation and art-n-craft
display.

Prior to the event, the lesson plan template
was shared with the participating schools.
Those are Sprouts Montessori High School,
Chennai (Tamil Nadu), Birla Public School,
Ganganagar (Rajasthan), Birla Sishu Vihar, Pi-
lani (Rajasthan), Birla High School-Mukunda-
pur (Bengal), RD International School, Erode
(Tamil Nadu) and Amity International School,
Mohali (Punjab).

The one-hour event allowed the pupils to
discuss the importance of community participa-
tion in religious festivals and the relevance of rit-
uals associated with Makar Sankranti.The
presentation on Lohri by Amity International
School, Mohali was well appreciated.They took
the students on a virtual trip to the corn fields
and into the kitchen of a rural home in Punjab.
They explained the preparation of makki da roti
and sarson da saag. It was indeed a treat to
watch.

The narration of myths and legends associ-
ated with Makar Sankranti enthralled the audi-
ence.The participants witnessed a graphic dis-
play of the movement of sun and its position
during Makar Sankranti through phet simula-

tion. Students showcased the cuisine, clothing,
folk music, art (especially alpona and rangoli
decorations) and learned how different parts of
the Indian subcontinent welcome the new sea-
son of harvest in their own indigenous manner.
The terminology may differ — Pongal in south,
Poush Sankranti in Bengal or Uttarayan in Gu-
jarat but what is of prime importance is to pro-

mote respect and tolerance for diverse cul-
tures.

These exchange programmes based on
thematic learning help to tackle issues of
learning gap in the online mode of education.
On the 75th year of India’s Independence, this
was a humble initiative to highlight the unity in
diversity.

Students of classes VI and VIII Parul, Vanisha, Hiteshi and Kriti from Birla Public School
Ganganagar stage a dance performance

Riyanshi and Abhyudyaya of Birla Sishu Vihar stage a dance performance, and (right)Rajata
Bose, Mayank Mondol and Adrita Ghosh of Birla High School, Mukundapur sing a song 

Wahidha of Sprouts Montessori School, Chennai prepares a traditional dish as others look on
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EMMABATHA

Among the crowds of Irish revellers lining
Dublin’s streets for the last month’s St Patrick’s
Day parade stood a small girl in pigtails with
Ukrainian flags painted on her cheeks and an
oversized green hat — a gift from her new
school.

Eight-year-old Varvara Koslovska is among
more than 1.5 million children who have fled
the war in Ukraine, which began one month
ago, triggering Europe’s fastest-growing
refugee crisis since World War II.

From Ireland to Poland, countries are
expanding classes, fast-tracking the registra-
tion of Ukrainian teachers, translating curricu-
lums and offering online lessons to ensure
children uprooted by the war do not lose out
on education.

Varvara, her brother Platon, 5, and cousins
Ivan, 9, and Egor, 7, started at their new pri-
mary school just days after arriving in Ireland,
at the end of a long journey from their home
city Kyiv.

Bubbly and confident, Varvara has only a
smattering of English but was all smiles as
she described her new life.

“All the girls want to be friends with me.
Everyone wants to help me - we've had loads
of presents,” she said in a video call, holding
up her new blue school bag patterned with
stars, a gift from her head teacher.

The UN children's agency UNICEF said
countries across Europe had promised to inte-
grate Ukrainian refugee children into schools
within three months of their arrival.

It is a vast operation for education systems
that are often already struggling with tight
budgets, large class sizes, and the impacts of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Many refugee chil-
dren will also need specialist language and
psychological support.

UNICEF said getting children back into
school quickly was crucial not only for their
own development, but also for the future of
Ukraine. “In the short term, it provides them
with the support, stability and structure need-
ed to cope with the trauma they've experi-
enced,” said UNICEF spokesman Joe English.
“In the long-term, school equips children with
the knowledge and skills they need to rebuild
their communities once the conflict is over.”

HUGE SOLIDARITY
More than 3.6 million Ukrainians have fled

the war, about half of them children, according
to UNICEF, with the largest refugee inflows
into Poland, Romania, Moldova and Hungary.

Ireland, which waived visa requirements
immediately after the Russian invasion on
February 24, was until recently home to about
5,000 Ukrainians. That number has since
more than doubled.Its government is prioritis-
ing the registration of Ukrainian teachers arriv-
ing in the country to support refugee children.

Germany is also considering hiring
Ukrainian teachers in its schools, which are
already strained by teacher shortages and
high levels of Covid-19 sick leave, according
to national media.

Poland, which is hosting more than two
million Ukrainians, has changed the law to
increase class sizes, is boosting funding for

education and has set up a hotline for par-
ents.

It has registered more than 100,000 stu-
dents, with about half of Polish schools now
containing Ukrainian children. Those who
speak some Polish are entering mainstream
classes. Others are taught separately while
they learn the language. The government has
also waived normal hiring rules to allow
Ukrainians who speak Polish to work as
teaching assistants.

“If necessary, we will change the law and
change the organisation of schools to help
every child,” said education ministry spokes-
woman Anna Ostrowska. “We've seen huge
solidarity. It's very touching.”

TRAUMA FEARS
Some refugee experts have raised con-

cerns about a shortage of language support
teachers and psychological help for trauma-
tised children. Many, like Varvara, have fathers
fighting in the war, and relatives who have
stayed behind. Others have witnessed shelling
or lost loved ones.

“I'm worried because the children still hear
the news, they know what's going on,” said
Varvara's mother Tatyana, adding her daugh-
ter missed her father very much and spoke to
him every day by WhatsApp.

Varvara’s grandfather, a pediatrician at a
hospital in Zaporizhzhia, has been treating
children injured during Russia's bombardment
of the southern city of Mariupol. “On the day
we left, Varvara was crying constantly,”
Tatyana said. “We told her it wouldn't be for
long. But the truth is no one knows when, or if,
they will see their home again.”

Education departments in Ireland, Poland
and Britain said they would provide mental
health support, but it was unclear whether any
services would be available in Ukrainian.

Acute housing shortages in Ireland - like
many European countries - mean many
refugee children may be settled outside urban
areas with less access to specialist support,
refugee charities said.

Varvara's new school has tried to place the
refugee children into classes with other pupils
who speak their language.

But she says breaktime is hard despite the
warm welcome. “We get upset because no
one understands us,” she said, adding she
was trying to learn more English on a lan-
guage app.

NEW DIGITAL TOOLS
The introduction of online learning during

the Covid19 pandemic could help many chil-
dren keep up with lessons while awaiting
school places.

Despite the war, some schools in Ukraine
are still running online lessons which pupils
can access from outside the country. Children
in Poland who want to follow the Ukrainian
curriculum are being offered support to get
online, the education ministry said.

European Union education ministers are
also exploring how to pool digital content to
help refugee children.

In Britain, the Oak National Academy, a
charity set up during the pandemic to offer
online education, has already translated
10,000 lessons into Ukrainian — in theory
allowing children to complete the English cur-
riculum in Ukrainian.

In contrast to its EU neighbours, Britain
has come under fire for its slow response to
the crisis and cumbersome visa process.

The government has said it is ready to
take 100,000 children. The education depart-
ment said schools are ready to absorb chil-
dren when they arrive, adding that they had
quickly found places for children evacuated
from Afghanistan following the Taliban's
takeover last August.

Back in Ireland, Varvara is keen on maths
and picking up new words every day. Her
mother says school has helped restore a
sense of normality to her children’s lives.
“I'm trying to keep things positive and hope
they will remember this as an adventure,”
Tatyana said.

REUTERS

KIDS FLEE WAR IN UKRAINE
Countries hire extra teachers, offer online classes while refugee groups urge more language support and therapy

Three-year-old Ukrainian refugee Zlata Kelba shows her mother a toy whilst she plays with other children in a classroom in Jaroslaw, Poland.
Many countries are offering online lessons to ensure children uprooted by the war do not lose out on education. Reuters

Ukraine children escape Russian invasion. Experts have raised concerns about a shortage of
language support teachers and psychological help for traumatised children. Reuters
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Former students and teachers of Vivekananda Mission School get together with cricket this
month. Young Metro reports…

Students unite on field
As the world remains glued to

their television screens,
watching Women’s Cricket

World Cup, Vivekananda Mission
School organised its very own cricket
tournament.

The Vivekananda Mission School
Alumni Association introduced the
very first season of Super League.
All the former students of the
institution from different batches
came together to celebrate the joy of
cricket from March 11 to 13.The air
was charged with energy and
euphoria as many matches had a
nail-biting finish.

Here were matches between
former students and also the
teachers and staff members. An
exhibition game was played between
the teachers and the staff members.
This match won the heart of the
audience and ignited the spirit of
sportsmanship in the students and
others present there.The
tournament ended with Team
Backbenchers taking home the
trophy.The focus, perseverance, and
team spirit helped them to clinch it.

Teacher Ayan Goswami was
declared the man of the match.The
cheers of the audience, the little
fights on the ground, the
sportsmanship of the players; it all
added to the feel-good spirit.The
pictures were shared on Facebook.

The event also provided an
occasion for the old students to
bond. Students from different
batches showed that despite the
differences on field, their bonding will
always remain strong.

Team Backbenchers celebrate their win and the happy memories that they created on field at the VMSAA Super League 2022 that was held on March 11 to 13

The event
was a
grand
success.
2004 VMS
cricket
team played
after 17 years and I
ended up winning the
Man of the Match trophy.
This reunion was 
special to us
— Ayan Goswami
teacher

It was a
different
exper-
ience to
arrange
such
cricket
tournament. Although it
was our first attempt, we
are thrilled to see such
overwhelming responses.
The three-day tournament
was not only about
matches but it became a
place of reunion between
the former students of
different batches and
teachers

— Sourav Thakur
teacher

It was
really a
great
experi-
ence to
be a part
of VMSAA
Super League. As a
team, we have always
tried to give our 200 per
cent on field and execute
the plans to perfection.
Unfortunately, it was not
our day but as the
captain of Satirical
Scorpions, I promise that
we will surely come back
stronger
— Abhirup Sarkar
captain of Team Satirical
Scorpions

It was a
spectacular
event, with
flawless
arrangement
and an amicable
atmosphere. As the
alumni reunited with the teachers
and support staff members, it felt
like being on a time machine.
Watching everyone share the
same platform created a symbol
of harmony
— Sarmistha Banerjee
principal

It was a lovely
experience for
me and my
team
(Crusaders) as
we got to share
the field with not
only our batchmates but
seniors and teachers as well!
Though it was a friendly
tournament, every team put up
a great fight. Super League
had everything you could wish
for - great comebacks, big run
chases and exciting matches.
I'm so lucky to have been a
part of this
— Tejas Banerjee
captain of Team Crusaders

Text and pictures by Sneha Saha andAdrija Chatterjee
Class IX,Vivekananda Mission School

A match in progress at the first season of the super league that was
initiated by The Vivekananda Mission School Alumni Association

Action during the super league where ex-students, teachers and staff
members participated 

Ex-students and teachers create new memories as they share many light moments during the matches 
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Aussie eves win Cup
Christchurch: Australia
bossed their way to a record-
extending seventh Women's
World Cup title with a crushing
71-run win over traditional
rivals England, stamping their
undisputed dominance in the
tournament after a breathtak-
ing hundred from Alyssa Healy
in the final here on Sunday.
Playing the innings of her life,
Healy put England attack to
sword with a sensational 170
off 138 balls that powered
Australia to a massive 356 for
five. Defending champions
England needed something
more than special to pull off
the record chase but kept los-
ing wickets throughout the
innings which ended at 285 in
43.4 overs.

PTI

Bat for cricket
Melbourne: ICC CEO Geoff
Allardice on Sunday said the
ICC's bid for cricket's inclusion
at the Olympics is not aimed at
making money but it's about
taking the sport to non-cricket-
ing markets to grow its global
reach. Allardice made the
statement following the ICC's
push for inclusion of the sport
in the Olympics after women's
T20 cricket is set to make its
debut at the 2022
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham. The men's com-
petition has already made its
debut at the 1998
Commonwealth Games in
Kuala Lumpur. “In many of our
members, being seen as an
Olympic sport and having an
association with the govern-
ment and the national Olympic
movement is something that is
going to be really beneficial in
terms of facilities and high-per-
formance assistance,” Allardice
was quoted as saying in SEN
Radio show This Is Your
Journey – thanks to Tobin
Brothers.

PTI

Woods optimistic
Georgia: Tiger Woods will make
a “game-time decision” on com-
peting at next week's Masters,
the five-times champion said on
Sunday as he continues his
recovery from the serious leg
injuries, he suffered in a car
crash in February 2021. Woods
said six weeks ago that he had
a “long way to go” in his recov-
ery but speculation mounted
with each passing day that his
return could come at the April 7
to 10 Masters as he refrained
from removing his name from
the field of competitors. “I will be
heading up to Augusta today to
continue my preparation and
practice. It will be a game-time
decision on whether I compete,”
Woods said on Twitter.

REUTERS

LIVERPOOL KEEP
THE HEAT ON

Diogo Jota (left) scores the opening goal for Liverpool against Watford at
Anfield stadium on Saturday. AP/PTI

Fabinho scores the second goal for Liverpool from the penalty spot. Reuters

PAULROWAN

As Jurgen Klopp walked in for his
post-match press conference,
Kevin De Bruyne had just

scored for Manchester City, prompting
Klopp to remark before he had even
sat down that “one of your questions is
now gone”.

The excitement about Liverpool
going top of the league had quickly
been punctured, but there was plenty
more still for Liverpool fans to take
from this game. Sandwiched in
between the international break, a
Champions League quarter-final first
leg away to Benfica on Tuesday night
and a top-of-the-table clash next
weekend against Manchester City, this
was a banana skin that Liverpool
managed to avoid slipping up on. Just.

Mohamed Salah returned to the
starting line up, but Trent Alexander-
Arnold was on the bench having
recovered from a hamstring injury,
alongside Sadio Mane and Luis Diaz,
whose long journeys on international
duty last week were deciding factors in
them not starting the game.

However Joe Gomez stood in well
for Alexander-Arnold and in Diogo
Jota, Liverpool have a striker who is
deadly whether playing out wide or
through the centre.

A close game swung decisively
Liverpool’s way in the 22nd minute.
Within the space of that 60 seconds
Watford had a great chance when
Joao Pedro played through Juraj
Kucka.The Watford midfielder had a
good game overall but, one on one
with Alisson, he couldn’t produce a
shot powerful enough to beat the
Liverpool goalkeeper, who batted the
ball away. In barely the blink of an eye,
Liverpool were ahead.

Thiago Alcantara moved the ball
on to Jordan Henderson, who swept
the ball out to Gomez on the right
wing. Liverpool’s right back delivered
a Beckham-like cross and Jota’s
movement reminded Anfield
veterans of Robbie Fowler. However,
Jota is quickly developing a
reputation of his own at Anfield
having scored more headers than
any other player this season in the
Premier League, few as good as this
one as he bravely got to the ball
ahead of the diving Ben Foster and
directed the ball into the corner of the
net. Foster could hardly believe his
eyes as he picked himself up.

Watford kept their shape and kept
plugging away, but they were
occasionally left chasing shadows
when Liverpool moved through the
gears. Jota almost had a second

shortly before half time, but his shot
across the goal was stopped by a
strong arm from Foster. Some
excellent defending by Moussa
Sissoko and Cucho Hernandez, who
took a heavy knock on his head
when clearing the danger from a
corner, meant that Watford went into
the break still with plenty to play for.

Two minutes into the second half
Gomez produced an almost identical
cross, this time bravely defended by
Christian Kabasele, who headed
over his own bar when the slightest
misjudgment could have meant an
own goal.Watford continued to pose
a threat of their own. Indeed they
should have equalised in the 59th
minute with an excellent move down
the left, involving Cucho Hernandez
and Ismaila Sarr, which carved open
a great chance for Joao Pedro, but

he sidefooted the ball just wide.
Fabinho came on to steady

things for Liverpool, but still the
cushion of a second goal eluded
them, Jota twice misdirecting a
header wide, Robertson being foiled
by another good save from Foster
and Mane, on for Salah, fluffing a
chance from a cross in the 78th
minute. Anfield grew increasingly
nervous at the inability of Liverpool
to put their struggling opponents
away.

Finally Kucka’s defending was a
little too robust as he dragged Jota
to the ground from a corner, an
offence which eluded everybody in
the stadium but was picked up by
the VAR. After going to the monitor,
referee Stuart Attwell awarded a
penalty which Fabinho thumped
past Foster to give Liverpool
breathing space.

Watford manager Roy Hodgson
complained bitterly about the
penalty being awarded, saying that
type of incident happened all the
time, but was more sanguine about
the first goal and what it said about
the two sides.

“If we needed to get a result up
here we needed one of those two
very good chances to go in,” said
Hodgson. “You have to fight so hard
for those chances.That is why they
are top of the league.”

Curtis Jones is an injury doubt
for Tuesday night, having come off
early and had his ankle strapped,
while centre half Joel Matip was
also sporting a golf ball-sized lump
on his head after his Hernandez.

“Today we were good enough to
win the game and that must be
sometimes just enough,” said Klopp.
“I didn’t expect us to be flying.”

Ten league wins in a row now for
Liverpool have however piled the
pressure on Manchester City ahead
of the meeting with Pep Guardiola’s
side at the Etihad next weekend,
with Liverpool having been 14
points behind the league leaders at
the beginning of the year. “We have
had no chance to influence City’s
game since then,” Klopp said.They
will shortly.
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Ukrainian refugees wait to get train tickets in the ticket hall at Przemysl Glowny train station, after
fleeing the Russian invasion of Ukraine, in Poland on Sunday. Reuters

Heaters are lit early in the morning to protect vineyards from frost damage outside
Chablis in France on Sunday. Reuters

A man rests inside the Cut Meutia mosque while waiting for Iftar on the first day of
holy fasting month of Ramazan, in Jakarta on Sunday. Reuters

Volunteers hold anti-epidemic bags as they deliver them to residents during the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) pandemic in Hong Kong on Sunday. Reuters

People attend a Holy Mass held by Pope Francis at the Granaries in Floriana, Malta on Sunday. Reuters


